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The 0 ONT ENT "x 
HE reaſon. why Dr. Maybew's Oblcriations. were * 


not fully anſwered before. page n 
The author's charitable deſign in the preſent publication. \ 
The method he propoſes in this examination. vt "| 141 


Does not purpoſe to confine himſelf to the obſervations. .- ibid. 
TheDr's deſcription of controverſial writers apply'd to himſelſ. ibid. 
Inſtances of a candid temper in the Dr. | 93 
Requeſts the candor of his readers. 6 ibid. 


How far this is allowed, . 
The Dr's. deſign. ibid. 
Attempts to prove the Society have counteracted the deſign 

of their inſtitution. | 5. 
That they are guilty of a wilful abuſe of their truft. ibid. 
Denies it again. 6. Prov'd upon him. 6. 
Charges the miſſionarĩes with abuſing the Society. idid. 
This pretence tefuted. 7- 


Will not allow the Society to pon rn the ſtate of religitls 
in the plantations. _ 
This point examined and refuted. - 
The Society prov'd to underfland the ate of religion, be. 4 
and alſo their charter. 16. 
The Dr. beholden to Mr. Hobart for moſt of his obſervations, 19. 
Yet takes no notice of Mr. Beach's reply to Mr, Hobart. 20. 
The. Dr's interpretation of the Society's charter examined 
and ſhewn to be inconſiſtent. © x ibid. 
His argument from King William refuted. 2 
His other teſtimonies in _ of his interpretation nothing 
to his purpoſe, e. 
The name and title of the Sacieey conſidered. 39. 
Their common ſeal. 41. Their ſermons. 42. 
True deſign of the charter, to which the ans reſticanics 


are conformable. 22. 
And to the Society's conduct. | +48 
The word orthodox not properly apply'd to —— 1 
In common uſe denotes the eſtabliſhment. ibid. 
Eſtabliſhments examined. e 
New- England churches not eftabliſhed. _ 27. 
Proved from their own confeſſion. dial. 


From a letter of the Lords Juſtices to Lt. Gov! Dummer. 28. 


From the Dr's own method of argning. 208 
The church of England eſtabliſhed in the colonies. 33. 
This proved by ſeveral acts of OI ag amen 
by the act of union. 

An objection anſwered. 38. 


From the King's granting the eccleſiflice Kae of * 
een 


tbe p! mon; to the Pep. of n 
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The CONTENTS. 
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Some farther reflection on the extent of the charter and | 
condu of the Society. | 
Why few miffionaries were early ſent into New-England. 104. 
Odjections againſt the Society for r the dad 1 7 
and the other colonies anſwered. - 4. 
Much hindered by a party ſpirit. | | | - 48, 
Two or three iuſtances mentioned. 
In many of the colonies religion ſupported by the civil 
government. 46. 
Account of the firſt adventurers to N. E. with their charaQer. ibid. 
The Dr. no right to plead their merit, who has departed 


from their principles, 47. 
Early adventurers of two ſorts, 851. 
Maſſachuſetts-Bay ſettled by church of England men. 49. 


Proved from their own letter dated on board the Arabella 
at their leaving England. 
Rev. Mr. Prince's teſtimony to the ſame purpoſe. 51. 
Did not leave England on account of perſecution. 83. 
The Dr. accuſes the Ch. of England as a perfecting educ. 53. 
This examined and reply'd to. uf 
Recriminations would be eaſy. eee d. 
Two or three inſtances hinted at. 55. 
The Dr's writings have a tendency to beget a perſeeuting ſpitit. ST 
Labours to prejudice people — Biſhops by ſpeaking rudely 
._ * and contemptibly of that Order. 89. 
The indecency of this as they are an order of men eſtabliſhed 
from the beginning of Chriſtianity, and received or ven- 
rated by foreign proteſtants at this day. 
Calvin's teſtimony in favor of that order. 60. and Beza' s.' Gt. 
The Dr's. ridicule of the liturgy of the Ch. of England ſhewn _ 
co be indecent by the opinion of foreign churches. a 
Summary repreſentation of the controverſy, 
The Dr's:'no proper method to rectify miſtakes, if the aa 
-.. have committed any. 6. 
he pulping an open account of the ſucceſs of the- other FRY. 
| more proper to effect this. 6 
Rev. Mr. Wheelock's Indian charity ſchool evrommended; — 
The Dr. has no right to complain of any ſevere expreſſion | 


uſed by the author. 69 
This ſhewn from a ſpecimen of his own language, taken from 
| ſ — — . 
Aſerious addreſs to thexev. 72. 1 
The Dr. drolls upon the Song of Salomon. | 79. 
Gives countenance to the doctrine of annihilation. ibid. 
Ill conſequence of his writings to civil government. ibid. 
This not the general temper of people 1 in = colonies. . 80. 
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wp wie een worth his while t enter * gr 

cial. examination of his prinbipal argument, 


bably concluded that his perf ;wawl ym 
| have, mot; wich eee truth Aff he 
- W4d dme bis vg ::fromi:the nat A 
wn  *Fking, B, being o inte peu 
manag d 19 4105 erve the notiegolceither. a Groen 
or a Scholar, he had; thought-as Gar men * 
this fit has been fad is che. N e cha bad 
& ſuffer'd to ge thus long in Als per. 

boaſt o ir gs una verüblge 1k ry. e A . 
man. Who has had a ſiheral and 3 
thinks it bencath (his ee 1 Wes * 
ons Who- obſerves no meaſures of cel 
manners, nay who does, not * to ſacriſteg = 
meek. 5 gentle ſpixit of the Goſpel to the gtatiſ· 
dation pf a licentiqhs and ungovern'd tempetł Nor 
does the author of the, pteſent temarks pretend: ro 


Kal him in this unbecoming talent; herein he is al- - 
low d 


v 
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he Doctor's 


131 


low'd to reign without a competitor. But ſince he 
Is liable to think more highly of himſelf than he 
ought to think,” and is already unhappily C wiſer in 
= awn conceit, than in any ones elſe; it may be 
sſtecm'd an act of charity to give him juſter notions 
both of himfelf, and of his writings in general, but 
efpecially of his late performance, than he ſeems to 
have entertain d. 

Tux method which will be uſed in diſcharging 
this charitable office, will be to repreſent the Doctor 
metimes in the meckand benevolent lightin which 
he affects to be conſidered; at other times, and by 
way of contraſt to-this, he will be produced in the 
bedr which he has really exhibited himſelf: For 
altho" theſe a are toto cœ lo different, yet without a 
"gry repreſentation of him in both theſe 


_—_— it will be impoſſible to give him à true 


knpwledge of himfelf, which is a point the author 
very: Tolicitous of; and is not without reaſonable 
of accompliſhing. , ---- - 
D this: pur poſe the duthor oropofes (0 confule 
itings in which, as they are 
ſumriently voluminous, Will afford abaadanc matter 
for:fuch a repreſentation,” and being all of them 
dotrecded with his own hand, and ſent abroad by 
his own appointment, may Nin: be conceived to be 
a genuine of the man. 
Ar will ; proper to begin with bis laſt and high- 
8 piece, entitled Obſervations on the charter 
'condutt of the Society, &. The Introduction 
to which begids eh theſe remarkable words, 


<«'There are ſome men who write —controverſy 
* © merely from a-wrangling diſpoſition, without any 

regard to truth, right, or the importance of the 
matters conteſted.” Now: one may defy any 


man 


1 


man who ſhall read this peſigs and eſpeciall 2251 
has read two or three volumes of — 


in Boſton ſince the year 1754, and ſoie ocefliotel 
thankſgiving diſcourſes, in almoſt evety'one of w 
matters of controverſy have been dragg d in, 
for the moſt part as it were by head aud Reuber, 
I ay,” I defy any ſuch man, not to think on 
who ſtiles himſelf paflor of the Ae Alper 
Bofton. And no doubt every one 

join with the Dr. in the words torts Ave 
ie that this is a turn of mind unbecoming # chriſt 
And had he not been too unhappily 5 
his own maxim as before cited, doybricſs he wou 
here have dropp'd his pen. But fome of Bs 
* friends” too * partial” indeed in his favor” ig 
dieouſſy prevented him from profiting by his e 
admonition, having it ſeems «expreſſed a deſire 


notwithſtanding © Hir great © gverſton'to e 
„he would communicate Jome. of his | 
to the public, on the point in queſtion.” f TP 
In the 8th page of his obſervations, the Do@or 
affets to be very candid and ingenuous. © He is 
* ſenſible” he fays, that the — are 4 very re- 
ſpectable Body, and to be treated with all the 
regard that is conſiſtent with truth and juſtieq— | 
* he declares it is by no means his. intention to 
« charge that venerable Body with any weifu/known- 
* miſconduct, or impr lication of moniea. 
This i is, very commendable, if be had but kept 1 > in 
mind through the whole aft his polite inquiry; 
as though he was ſenſible he rey — — 
N — the aforcſaid equitable rule, hg he requeſts 
the candor of his readers, that 00 advantage may 
* be taken of any incautious expreſſion that many 
* ef&ape him in the purſuit of his argument, even 


66 tho 


rere 


Nr 


+ Obſervations p. we 


3 

tho it ſhould: afirf view, have the appearance of 
* ſach an accuſgtjon,” 4 This however is a reaſon- 
able poſtulatum, and therefore it is not propoſed; 
nay, the author hereby promiſes, the gentleman that 


he; will not take advantage of one or even of two 
incautious expreſſions, / that appear. undeſignedly to 


> FF = 00 


have eſcaped him, if at firſt view only they have the 
bars appearance of ſuch an accuſation ; but then he 
cannot extend the ſame indulgence to very 
expreſſions importing a charge of wilful known miſ- 
condutt, and improper application of monies ; 
eſpecially, if not only at the firſt vieu, but on a 
ſecond and third view, they do not appear to have 
merely of d him, but were manifeſtly intended 
to ſupport ſuch an accuſation. Much leſs will he 
be intitled to this indulgence, if. it ſhall appear that 
the Society are directly charged by him with _ 
plication of the monies committed to their truſt, 
numerous paſſages of his book, but moreover, — 
the gene deſign of it was, an attempt to prove | 
this very point. Y 
Tk Dr.'s ling is entitled  Obſcrvaclons on the i 
«charter and conduct of the Society, &c. deſigned 
to ſhew their non-conformity to each other.” In 
ſupport of this title, after ſometimes contracting, 
then ſtretching and wire-drawing the ſenſe of the 
charter, ſeal, &c: of the Society, he concludes' that 
the ſole'defign' of their inſtitution was to propagate 
the goſpel among the heathen; or in thoſe ' colonies 
whoſe religious ſtate was, and according to him, now 
ie, little better than heatheniſm. But this which he 
aſſerts to be the laudable and: only deſiga of their 
1 e he ſays, groſsly perverted and 
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„Tuvs in page 55; he ſays tlie Society have ma- 
enecurage and 


„ feſted a ſufficient” forwardneſs to 
increaſe ſmall diſaſſected in our toons, 

© upon an application to then: And ir the 57th 
Page he repr eſents the that theſe 
ſmall parties A vil by their influence ally bring 
on a general ſubmiſſton to an epiſcopal ſovereigu: ana 
5 $6 Waffe that this has long becn the formal deſign 
* of the Society, and is is the true 


hd CL 4[þ[ — —— — ww ” & 
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| ** myſtefy. of their operations in New-En 

| | In his 106th page he tells us that the affair bf 

10 Biſhops in America, has: been à favourite object 

; «© with the Society, and»in:the next page, that 
the Society ſpare neither endeavours, applications; 

nor expence, in order to effect their grau ua 

of epiſcopizing all New-England 


churches.— This (he ſays) fully and 
counts for their being ſo ready to encourã 


| 66, „ epiſcopal parties all over —— 
ing them miſſionartes. In 


that * the Society have been expending large ſums 
every year in Ner- England, quite beyond the defugn 
6c of their inſtitution, to ſupport and increaſe the epiſ- 
* copal party as ſuch.” In the ſame page he charges 


Trl 
fend 


gratify the epiſcopalians here, and farms this conchli+ 
ion upon his tions, that the 
Fn are guilty of a tant: abuſe of a noble 
inſtitution. And in the I ath page//thatrehey 
have “ alienated their —— 
* to a comparatively mean, narrow, party defiget.? 
After theſe ſeveral direct and plain acruſations of the 
boeien 3s abuſing their truſt; and wilapplyitg' the 


mancy 


plan and gend 


nd,” and a few line 
further, The Sdcicty have long had — | 
to diſſolve and root out all! our 


110 he aſfums 


the Society with robbing the heathen to eaſe and 


— — 


——— — — - bh = 


that —ͤ— — hen 2 him, that they are not de. 


—_ of eprſcoprzing the colonies, the formal defrgit J 


does not charge 
s vilſul known miſconduct, or ra proper a 


| Ar dhe Pociety are miſled, and form their plan 
naries. Something like this is afferted io a note 


66 


money” put into their hands, he hie mouth 
again and abſurdly enough affures his reader, that 
* he-wonld by no means be underſtood as chargin To A 

«fo reſpedable a Body with any wilful —_— # 
& abuſe of power, or miſapplication of monies.” i.e; 
ke would not have'the reader believe him; for that 3 
the ſenſe of his words, as they ſtand connected 
with what went before, if indeed they have any 
ſenſe at all in them. © 1 
Wiz l he now have the: 
— — expreſſions and pa 
7 y five times as many more might 

added) are only incautious expreffions, 


mon 


mne: = aſſert, that 
es which have been 


ſigned as matter of accuſation, and that if poſſibly 
= have fuchan ance, it is only at firſt view ? 
If he ſhould aſſert this, 1 am perfuaded his friends 
at leaſt muſt bluſh for him. Is: the ſupporting fmall | 
in New-England, in order to facilitate the | 


of the Society, to which they give their chief atten- 
tion, and to which the largeſt patt of their fond is 
applied! Can he aſſert all this, and yet fay that he | 

that venerable Body © with any 


plication 


«© of monies” ? 
"PERHAPS this ee reaſoner vill chuſe to fay 


upon the miſrepreſentations 'of their wicked miffio- 


upon a thankivieg ſermon on the reduchon of 
Canada, preached and publiſhed by him in the year 
1760. It is probable that they ſ the Society] have 
been groſsly impoſed upon by falſe repreſentations 
"ior the ſtate of religion in theſe parts, * 
been 


4790 


been the occaſion of their em en {> mach of 


« their charitable care about thoſe who ſo linle need 
WM cd.it, to the neglect of 1 were — 
for want of it; For which 
miſapplications, their d — — are —— if 
not to them, yet certainly to an H1GHSK: Abr 
* THORITY. But ſurely Whatever repreſentatiamt 
theſe miſſionaties have made, the Society; mn 
judge whether the complying wh, ſuch repxeſenutar 
tions. was, or was not CO ih their charter; 
ſo. that notwithſtanding. Nis faking. to palliate hit 
accuſation of the Socicty, by, 71 5 the odium of 
a pretended miſapplication „ the 
miſſionaries, the {ha dander will 52 remain whers he at 
firlt placed it, on the Society thamſchees,. Belides, the 
members of the Society are not all of them urteil 
unacquainted with the plangtions; ſome of them 
have heretofore, and others do even now reſide in 
. the governments upon the continent (New- 
nd not excepted) many 2 chem nat jyoonlie 
Nerable for their, ſtatian, 3 om and integrity, 
FL heſe gentlemen muſt therefore he alſo in a combit 
vation with the miſſianaries to abuſe the vorld, and 
milapply the monies entruſted with them. This ſermi 
to be the conſequence of his general accuſation, ! 
Ir the Dr. would fay any thing further 49 
ſoften the odium of Ker. d eh 
caſt upon the Society, it maſt be by afle 
they 44 eee — 
2 ſerve in ſome meaſure to take off the 
charge of wilful abuſe and —— Ln and chat 
he ſuppoſes ia true. is clear from hence, chat he has 
ſpent many pages and employed his great learning 
and penetration in explaining this intricate 
0 che tis may no langer miſapply their cha- 
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rity s want of underſtanding the real deſi ign of 
their inſtitution. It may be Seeltioned: however, 
Whether his refin'd'ctiticiſm and curious explanation 
vill merit the thanks-of the venerable board. That 
untoward word orthodox, which ſo much raiſes his 
indignation wherever he meets with it, will not per: 
haps after all his learned pains,” fairly comprehend 
the diſſenters from a national eſtabliſiment. How! 
ever that be, there is certainly no method of recon- 
ciling his candid profeſſions of juſtice, decency and 
reſpe towards the Bociety, or his ſolemn declard- 
tion that it is not his intention to charge that 
venerable Body with 14H! known miſeonduct: 1 
fay, it is impoſſible to reconcile theſe things; with 
the numerous abuſes, accuſations and indecencies 
whith' have been already produced. and with which 
he has treated that r able Body direct or Uni: 
plicitly,' in almoſt every page of his book. 

IN ſhort, the Society (7% Io Have, or have: get 
abend Bonhary- to the meaning and deſign of their 
charter; that they have not, is at leaſt highly pro- 
bable Hom the character of wiſdom, honor and 
piety; which the world will generally allow to thoſe 
of them at leaſt, who are chiefly active and intereſt- 
ed in managing their affairs. If they have acted 
contrary: to the deſign of it, as the Dr. affirms (and 
pretends to think he has prow d) they have either 
done ſo  wilfully, or thro" ignorance. That they 
have not done it wilfully, the Dr. himſelf allows: 
it remains then, according to him, that their miſ- 
conduct is owing to ignorance: Either they have 
miſunderſtood - the true and real deſign of” their 
charter, or have not a competent knowladge of the 
. Nate of religion in the plantations, or how their 


allairs are conducted there, being impoſed on by the 
repreſentation 


CES 

rep reſentation of their miſſionaries, or that both 
theſe things contur to .miflead them, into an abuſe! 
of their inſtitution. The latter ſeems to be his ſenſe: 
of the thing, viz. that they are. ignorant both of the 
true meaning of their chatter, and alſo of the ſtate 
of religion in the plantations; for he fays in the 
cloſe of his introduction, that © the profeſe'd de- 
ſign of his obſetvations i is to ſhew, that they (the 
” «"Sociery). have in, ſome reſpects counteracted and 

© defeated the truly noble ends of their 1x8 17 TU- 
4 TION, however colurary t to their intention. 8 Whe⸗ 8 
ther they Have done ſo or not, will fall under exa-· 
midtion hefcafter. In the mean time I ſhall take 
leave of his introduction with this fing le remark, 
that from the paſſages already quote ; as well 45 
from mahy others that might have been produe 
from this curious book of obſervations, it lappears, 
that the rofeffions of candor and i inge 1 Which 
the Dr. 155 t out. with, and his Sc teſpect 
for fo venerable a body as the Society, are mere 
15 ffectation a d grimace, And tend only to prove that, 

* 1a not what manner of ſpirit he is of.” 

It Was öbſerved before, that according to the Dr's 
reprefehtarivh' the 841% are ignorant of the trite 
ſenſe and meaning of their charter, and alſd of che 
ſtate of | telig 10H 1 m K; 35 plantations ; for he aſſerts 
that they 51 55 ay l the deſign of their 
man e wes a" will not allow their esa 
to be wilful; it remains therefore that their miſap- 
plication of the tröſt they have undertaken, i is ing | 
to ignorabce. 

It will be proper cee to inquire firſt; Whether 
the Socicty oe not be ſuppoſed to have a competent | 
knowledge of the ſtate bb religion in tlie plantati- 
ons, ſo far at leaſt as relates to the _ of their in- 
corporation. And, B Whether 


6 

2. Whether they may not alſo reaſonably be ſup- 
poſed to underſtand the true ſenſe, meaning and de- 
ſign of their charter; for if theſe two things can 
be proved to the ſatisfaction of diſintereſted and 
unprejudiced people, it will follow, either that the 
Society are not chargeable with miſconduct and miſ- 
application of their charity, or if they are ſo, that 
ſuch miſconduct is known, wilful and intended, 


which the Dr. does not allow. 775 


The firſt thing to be examined is, Whether the 
Society have not a competent knowledge of the 
ſtate of religion in the plantations. Dr. Humphries 
in his hiſtory of the Society page 22d, acquaints us, 
that © upon their firſt engaging in this work the 
Society preſently perceived it conſiſted of three 
great branches, the care and inſtruction of our 
* own people, ſettled in the colonies ; the conver- 
* ſion of the Indian Savages, and the converſion 
* of the Negroes. The Engliſh planters had a 
* title to their firſt care” &c. The Society began 
* therefore with the Engliſh, and ſoon found there 
* was more to be done among them, than they had 
as yet any views of effecting.“ He then proceeds 
to give © a ſmall ſketch of the ſtate and condition 
* of each colony, formed from accounts, the Go- 
“ yernors, and perſons of the beſt note, ſent over 
* to the corporation.“ I ſhall omit what is ſaid of 
the ſouthern heathen;/h colonies as Dr. Mayhew 
modeſtly calls them, becauſe theſe he allows to be 
proper objects of the Society's charity, and proceed 
to the ſtate of religion in New-England as repreſent- 
ed in the hiſtory before mentioned. Ar eidg. 
of the firſt ſettlement of the country, and the ſtate 
of religion in the early days of it, Dr. Humphries 
procecds to ſay,—* Since that time great 
5 | Mk 
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« of people, members of the church of England, 
% have at different times ſettled there, who thought 
„ themſelves ſurely entituled, by the very New- 
England charter to a liberty of conſcience in the 
„ worſhipping of God after their owa way. Yet 
« the Independents omg were not of this ſen- 


*« timent, but acted as an effabhi/hment.” *© The 
members of the church of England in Boſton 
met with ſo much obſtruction in attempting to ſet 
up that form of worſhip, that they were obliged 
* to petition the King for protection. Their peti- 
„tion was granted, and a Church thereupon erect- 
ed, which occaſioned the members of the church 
* of England in many other towns in New-England 
+ to declare their deſire of the like advantage, and 
* accordingly wrote very zealous letters to biſhop 
Compton, for miniſters; and now it appeared 
they were a very conſiderable body of people.”* 
From theſe ſeveral paſſages, it appears that the Society 
did not proceed haſtily and without due caution and 
information of the ſtate of religion in the colonies 
which they propoſcd to aſſiſt. Dr. Humphries goes 
on and ſums up the religious ſtate of the colonies 
in a brief repreſentation of it, from the memorials 
of Governor Dudley, Col. Morris, and Col. Heath- 
cote. I ſhall paſs over the ſouthern colonies for 
the reaſon. before mentioned, and come to New- 
England. In Connecticut colony in New-England 
there are about 30000 ſauls, of which when 
** they have a miniſter among them, about 159 
frequent the church, and there are 35 commu- 
** nicants. In Rhode - Iſland and Narraganſet, which 
* is one government, there are about 19909 ſouls, 
(6 55 which about 150 frequent the church, and 
* there are 30 communicants. In Boſton and Piſ- 
* Huoph. Hiſt. p. 39. « cataway 
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&, cataway governments, there are abqut 89009 
* ſouls, of which about 600 frequent the church, 

. © Jad 120 the, Mcranient.” © 1 
After ſuch particular information from the me- 
morials of theſe honorable perſons, perhaps no man 
except Dr. Mayhew and his voucher, will 8 
the Bae could be ignorant of the ſtate of religion 
in this part of the world, nor conſequently where 
it was moſt proper to employ their charity. Agree- 
ably Dr. Humphreys acquaints us that the Gover- 
© nors of ſeveral colonies, and other Gentlemen of 
character abroad, and merchants here in London, 
* having given ſuch a particular deſcription of the 
* religious ſtate of the plantations ; the Society 
** found it was high time to enter upon the good 
„ work” * eſpecially as © great numbers of the in- 
L habitants of various humors, and different tenets 
* in religion, began to contend with great zeal, 
which ſhould be firſt ſupplied with miniſters of 
* the church of England, and wrote very earneſt 
& letters to theSociety—They (the Society) thought 
“any further delay now would be inexcuſable, all 
* the people had preſſed fo earneltly for their af- 
«© ſiſtance.” Yet as if all this care was inſufficient, 
and that the Society might leave no method unar- 
tempted, for gaining a more perfect knowlege of 
the ſtate of religion in the colonies, © before they 
“ procceded to appoint miſſionaries to particular 
places, (they) reſolved to ſend a travelling miſſio- 
40 nary, who ſhould travel over, and preach in the 
& ſeveralGovernments,qn the continent of theBritiſh 
t& America.” F Accordingly they did ſend the Rev. 
Mr. Keith, who landed' at Boſton on the 11th of 
June 1702, and in the courſe of two years travel'd 
over 


* 
A 
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over and preached in all the Governmepts betwixt 


- 


Piſcataway river and North- Carolina incluſive 5 
ne 
at 


ly 

having finjſhed his miſſion he returned ro” Engla: 
and publiſhed a full accoynt of his labours. c 
thing in his narrgtive 1 ſhall juſt mention, viz. T 
e in divers parts of New Eppiand, he found not 
“ only many people well affected to the Church, 
« who had no church of England miniſters,” but 
* alſo ſeveral New-Englaud münfſters deſirous of 
&* epiſcopal ordination, and ready to embrace the 

birch worſhip, Tome” of © whom both hoſpi- 
“ tably eptertainel Mr. Keith and Mr, Talbot (who 
% had N We eRny—- . 2s an aſſiſtant) in their 
* houſes, and requeſted hem to ' preach in their 
„ congregations, which they dig, and received great 


„ thinks, bath om the winiſiers ail from 
© poop. Rr rf Mod? vine 2012 De 2991 
Nr. Keith in the concluſion of his narratiye re- 


ber of miniſters for à people diſperſed over fach 


large countries,“ and'among others makes mention 


Ld 


of Narraganſet, Swapſey, Little Compton & Rhode- 
land in New-England,” which Places had engaged 
him to preſent their humble requeſts to the Sede 
ty, to ſend miniſters among them. 
Vet notwithſtanding this particular information, 
ſupported by many earneſt petitions from the plan- 
tations for miniſters 'of the church of England, 
the Society thro' the whole management of the 
te truſt, have been ſo far from obtruding the church 


„of England ' worſhip upon any fort of people 


abroad that they have not been able to give any 
e aſſiſtance to great numbers of people, who have 
« in very moving terms, with a true chriſtian ſpirit 

ES ITEMS. 7 | « requeſted 
1 Hamph, Hiſt. p. 74. » Ditto 78, 79: f Ditto. 
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te cataway governments, there are about 89009 
&* ſouls, of which about 600 frequent the church, 
cc © and 120 the ſacrament.” 

After ſuch particular information from the me- 
morials of theſe honorable perſons, perhaps no man 
except Dr. Mayhew and his voucher, will ſuppoſe 
the Society could be ignorant of the ſtate of religion 
in this part of the world, nor conſequently where 
it was moſt proper to employ their charity. Agree- 
ably Dr. Humphreys acquaints us that © the Gover- 
© nors of ſeveral colonies, and other Gentlemen of 
character abroad, and merchants here in London, 
* having given ſuch a particular deſcription of the 
religious ſtate of the plantations ; the Society 
found it was high time to enter upon the good 
© work” * eſpecially as © preat numbers of the in- 
' habitants of various humors, and different tenets 
* in religion, began to contend with great zeal, 
* which ſfiould be ' firſt ſupplied with miniſters of 
&* the church of England, and wrote very earneſt | 

* letters to the Society They (the Society) thought 

* any further delay now would be inexcuſable, Ret S 
the people had preſſed fo earneſtly for their af- MW 
& fiftance.” Yet as if all this care was inſufficient, 
and that the Society might leave no method unat- 
tempted, for gaining a more perfect knowlege of i 
the ſtate of 1 8 in the colonies, before they 

& proceeded to appoint miſſionaries to particular | 

& places, (they) reſolved to ſend a travelling miſſio- Þ 
* nary, who ſhould travel over, and preach in the N 

& ſeveralGovernments,on the continent of theBritiſh 4 
„America.“ f Accordingly they did ſend the Rev. 
Mr. Keith, who landed at Boſton on the 11th of 
June 1702. and in che courſe of two years travel d 
over 


ys 
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over and preached, in all the Governments betwixt 
Piſcataway river and North-Carolina incluſſvely, when 
having finjſhed his miſſion he returned to England, 
and publiſhed a full accoynt of his laþours. 5 One 
juſt mention, viz. That 

lex pgland, he found not 

« only many people well affected to the Church, 
« who had no church of England miniſters, but 
* alſo ſeveral New-England * miniſters deſirous of 
* epiſcopal ordination, and ready to embrace the 
chürck worſhip,” Tome” of hom both hoſpi- 
* tably efitertained Mr. Keith and Mr. Talbot (who 
„ had: joined Mr. Keith as An aſſiſtant) in their 
* houſes, and requeſted them to preach in their 


* 


thing in his narrgrive I ſhall 
* in divers parts of New-E 


© congregations, which they did, and received great 
„ thanks, both from the miniſters and from the 
e 000 

Mr. Keith in the concluſion of his narratiye re- 
« preſenged to je Society; the want of x great num: 
* ber of miniſters for a'people diſperſed over ſuch 
* large countries,” and among others makes mention 
of Narraganſct, Swanſey, Little Compton & Rhode- 
Iſland in New-England, which Places had engaged 
him to preſent their humble requeſts to the Socie- 
ty, to ſend miniſters among them” | 

Let notwithſtanding this particular information, 
ſupported by many earneſt petitions from the plan- 
tations for miniſters of the church of England, 
the Society thro' the whole management of the 
„ truſt, have been fo far from obtruding the church 
* of England worſhip upon any ſort of people 
* abroad—that they have not been able to give any 
aſſiſtance to great numbers of people, who have 
in very moving terms, with a true chriſtian ſpirit 
EE * requeſted 
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requeſted i it; and whom they ew to and very 
„ much in want of it, There remain upon 
* their books numerous. petitions of this ſort.” — 
T ſhall omit thoſe from the ſouthern -colonies, for 
the reaſons before mentioned, and proceed to that 
of New-England, which asDr. Humphreys acquaints 
us (page 61) © tho' before provided with an inde- 
% pendent and preſbyterian miniſtry, yet had great 
& numbers of inhabitants, who could not follow 
* that perſuaſion, but were exceeding deſirous of 
« worſhipping God, after the manner of the church 
* of Fnglan „ I fall give the reader (ſays he) a 
few petitions which ſhew plainly the Society did 
not concern themſelves here, till they were loudly 
called upon; and that the inhabitants in many 
places, did not only ſend petitions for miniſters, 
bs alſo built churches before they had any mi- 
„ niſters, which is an uncontroulable evidence 
that the people themſelves deſired to have the 
church of England worſhip, with a hearty zeal and 
* true ſincerity.” The Dr. then proceeds to ſpecify 
as petitioners ſeveral inhabitants of Rhode-Iſland, 
Narraganſet, Newbury, Marblehead, New-Hampſhire, 
Little Compton and Tiverton, Braintree near Baſton, 
and Stratford in Connecticut. The caſe of thefe 
two laſt towns he tells us was alſo further recom- 
* mended to the Society's care, by gentlemen of 
* conſiderable figure and intereſt. Colonel Morris 
* preſſed very earneſtly for a miniſter for Braintree, 
and Colonel Heathcote, for another, for the peo- 
ple of Connecticut colony; great numbers of 
«© whom were very carneſt to have a miniſter of the 
* church of England. Robert Hunter, Eſq; Gor 
« yernor of New-York, in the year 1711, writes 
thus 


, Humph, Hiſt. p. Cx, 62. 
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* thus to the Society, concerning the people at 
Stratford: When I was at Connecticut, thoſe of 
* our communion at the church at Stratford, came 
* to me, in a body; and then, as they Have ſince 
{by letter, begged my interceſſion with the vene- 
fable Society, and the right reverend the Lord 
* biſhop of London, for a miſſionary ; they ap- 
«* peared very much in earneſt, and are the beſt ſet 
« of men I met with in that country.” 
Ho theſe ſeveral teſtimonies which have been 
produc'd will operate upon Dr. Mayhew, it is not 
eaſy to ſay ; but to the ſober, judicious and unpreju- 
diced, the following concluſions may perhaps be 
thought fairly drawn, viz. That the Society: have 
- omitted no proper means of information, concern- 
ing the ſtate of religion in the colonics—That their 
religious ſtate muſt therefore be competently known 
to that venerable board— And that if they have 
been guilty of any notorious miſconduct or miſap- 
plication of their charity, it could not be owing to 
ignorance of the true condition of things abroad, 
but muſt be attributed to ſome other cauſe : For 
allowing what the Dr. has moſt uncharitably inti- 
mated, that the miſſionaries have miſrepreſented the 
condition of things among us, and by that means 
endeavoured to miſlead the Society. to an improper 
application of the monies lodged in their hands ; 
yet can any modeſt perſon ſuppoſe tnat Governors 
of colonies, merchants, and other gentlemen of 
character, have all along combined with the faid 
wicked miſlionarics, to abuſe and miſlead the Society 
into a wrong diſpoſition of their charity ? Or is it 
probable that their own members, ſeveral. of whom 
do reſide in the colonies, ſhould conſpire with the 


worthy perions before mentioned to carry on the 
| | 1 Accceit? 
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it ; Ttis hoped the D Hi ALES is nor. 0 Nr in⸗ 
volved i in a party ſpit irit as Yi ae the p robability, 
of this, if he is, att doubt he is alone in ſuch 
an uncharitable cenſure. And therefore this point 
may be left without any further remarks, to the 
public opinion. 

The ve Inquiry i is ; Whether the Society t may, 
not reaſonably be fuj ppoſed to underſtand the true, 


ſenſo, meaning and ach ign of their Charter, 
| 10 hole who examine the liſt of members of 
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| ham 1 rhn Peers din 
the worldgfor Thar great arts,and extenſive know- 
lege, ſhou d miſtake, or be at a loſs about the 1 10 
meaning ' of a charter, which has nothing at all in 1 
that is intricate or obſcure,is what no reaſonable peiſen 
will admit. And notwithſtanding the Dr's re med 
critic 1/in, ſome may perhaps i imaging that it mu ar- 

gue no ſmall meaſure of ſelf- ſufficiency i in any per- 
55 to: oppoſe | his ſingle ſcntiment,to'that of ſo earn; 
ed and relp ectable a body. Few beſides the 
himſelf, wil really believe that they needed his aſſiſt | 
ance for acquiring a right ee eg of theit 
charter. If we ſhould ſuppoſe, that thoſe very learn- 
ed divines, who from the beginning have compoſed 
a conſiderable part of that body, ſhould be leſs ac- 
quainted with the phraſe and purport of an inſtru- 
ment in ſome meaſure foreign to their profeſſion ; 
yet doubtleſs the Lord Chancellor, the chief Juſtices 
of the King's Bench and common pleas, whole pe- 
culiar profeſſion it is, may be ſuppoſed to underſtand 
the nature of inſtruments of this kind. . And as the 
Society a are obliged to cxhibit an annual account of 

| their 
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their proceedings to theſe very learned ang. warty 
perſons, it is ſurpriaing that 4 thould ſuffer them, 
to proceed above 60 years, without once; acquaint- 
ing them that their conduct was not agreeable to the 
Letter' and Spirit of their charter. That the Society 
ſhould: at Wy be obliged to a profound. critic in Ne- 
England for an ellucidation of this kind, after havs 
ing ſo many years ſtood the teſt of an annual exa- 
mination, by thoſe whom the _ wiſdom enen 
proper to appoint as their fupervi jeve if 

chat ean— —© 

Some friend of the Dr's may poſſibly here cry 
out, what would this remarker be at? The Dr. has 
plainly prov'd that the Society have been guilty of 
great miſconduct, have acted quite inconſiſtent 
with the intent and deſign of their chaſer, and 
from a principle of charity is willing to impute i 
to miſinformation, or ignorance ; while this writer 
who affects to be the friend of the Society is la- 


bouring to defeat the Dr's benevolent purpoſe, and 


+ ſeems as tho he W to prove their miſconduct 
co be wilul. 

After thanking the-candid Dr. for his good in- 
tention, the author confeſſes it is his opinion, and 
he thinks it has in ſome meaſure been prov'd; either 
that the Society have not acted inconſiſtent with 
their charter, or if they have done fo, that it was 
knowingly, wilfully and "ef gnedly done. The au- 
thor thin ks, as all reaſonable men muſt think, that 
the Society do very well underſtand the deſign ad 

meaning of their charter—And alſo chat they. have 
2 competent knowledge. of che ſtate af religion in 


the plantations. | 4.301 


If theſe two things are allowed, the canchaſion 
will unavoidably be what was mentioned before, viz. 
7 C. ̃ | either 
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either that the Society have wiſſully miſconducted, 
or elſe, that there has been no miſconduct in the 
caſe That they have wilfully miſconducted the Dr. 
difallows, therefore, there has been no miſcondu& 
at all.— Here then the argument and imputation 
which the Dr. has caſt upon the Society, drop of 
courſe. + | | 1 7 
However, tho the Dr. has been candid ehough 
to clear the Society from any intentional abuſe of 
their charter, poſſibly others may not be ſo ingenu- 
ous. Beſides it may be eſteemed unfair to take this 
advantage of the Dr's conceſſion, to the neglect of 
1 thoſe many curious arguments he has brought to 
prove what he had before given up; for notwith- 
{ ſtanding the inconſiſtency of it, he has throughout 
his book laboured to prove (that which he gave up 
in the beginning ;) that the Society have really been 
guilty of wilful and deſigned abuſe of their truſt. 
And therefore the author hopes the Dr. will forgive 
it, if upon a general view of the obſervations, he is 
led to queſtion the ſincerity of that declaration be- 
fore mentioned, viz. © That it is not his intention 
to charge that venerable body (the Society) with 
any wilful known miſconduct or improper appli- 
cation of monies.” YT Tr 4 
Mr. Noah Hobart (whom by the way the Dr. has 
- dubb'd a hop, for his heroic exploits in this con- 
troverſy) has plainly ſpoke out, and directly charg- 
- ed the Society with a deſigned abuſe and perverſion 
of their truſt, at leaſt ſince the firſt ten years after 
their incorporation, f though indeed like the Dr. he 
_ "afterwards ſeems diſpoſed in ſome meaſure to retract 
the charge, and chuſes rather to impute it to their 
- Ignorance of the ſtate of religion in New-England, | 
„ | and 
T Hobart's 2d Addreſs, p. 126, con pu'd with following pages. 
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and to the impoſition and miſrepreſentation of their 
wicked miſſionaries. But the author conceives it 
has already been proved that their conduct cannot 
be imputed to a want of knowledge, and whatever 
the diſpoſition of Mr. Hobart or his copier may be, 
it · is preſumed that an accuſation of the Society as 

wilfully betraying their eruſt, will þe-received by the 
impartial world, with the reſentment it deſerves. It 
is not the Society alone, who are thus unjuſtly ar- 
raigned by theſe licentious pens, hut the integrity 
and nth A of their inſpectors alſo, the Lord chan: 
cellor and the chief juſtives of the King's, bench, 
who yearly- examine and approve their tranſactions; 
do of conſequence ſuffer impeachment by their ca- 
lumny ; nay the extenſive abuſe reaches to: every 
benefactor to that Society, Who, as an annual ac- 
count of their proceedings is publiſſied and put into 
their hands, mult be ſuppoſed to approve them, [ſince 
otherwiſe it is more than probable Gag ons have 
* withdrawn their aſſiſtan cee. „ 

> As for the learned and ingenious: Dr. a 
he certainly deſcended very low, when he vouchſafed 


to become the tranſcriber of Mr. Hobart's addreſs, 


for (excepting ſome perſonal reflections upon his 
antagoniſt) there appears little elſe throughout his 
obſcrvations, beſides a ſervile copying of that curious 
peice of defamation. The method indeed he may 
claim to himſelf, and ſometimes the phraſe and man- 
ner of expreſſion. The Dr. owns © the book has 
been of ſervice to him,” and promiſed to make 
proper acknowledgments. wherever he:ſhquld make 


1 ule of it” yet has not perhap s always been ſo good 


as his word; nor will the awpty — a HY 


r he urbirarily e on in be a oda 
Wy adi ciont 


„ vid. 100 2d Addreſs, p. 14. 
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ſumclent compenſation: for the libetties of chis kind 
which he has taken. He aſſerts that Mr. Hobart 
wrote ſo ſolidly, and judiciouſly upon the ſubject; 
that it was hardly needful for him to ſay any thing,” 
this is granted, unleſs he could have advanced ſome- 
thing new, which the other had not offer d before; 
eſpecially as Mr. Hobart's peice received as ſolid and 
judicious an anſwer, which the Dr. thought proper 
wholly to neglect. In truth, had the Dr. but care- 
fully read the Rev. Mr. Beach's diſpaſſionate but 
maſterly reply to Mr. Hobart's ſecond addreſs, he 
might haue ſeen a full and compleat anſwer to all 
he has written (except what is merely ' perſonal) 
Without breaking in upon that peaceable diſpoſition 
Which gives him ſuch an averſion to controverſy.” 
The Dr. affirms p. 18. That © nothing, is to be 
* ſuppoſed the object, or any part of the object of 
this charitable and royal inſtitution, but what 

e plainly appears to be really. ſo, from the very | 
* words of the charter — and a little after che 
* words of the charter itſelf muſt determine and F 
limit the ſenſe of the royal Grantor, and conſe- 
quently the legal power conferred on the — 
* Grantees“. We hall ſee preſently. how far the 
Dr. adheres to his own invariable rule. of interpre- 
tation. He confeſſes that the Britiſh plantations 
* or the King's ſubjects were really the primary 

more immediate object of this inſtitution.” An 
pray why not the ſole and entire object of it? 
There is certainly no other object F particularly ex- 
ow in the charter, beſides that of the Kings 
ubjects. Has he forgot what he had aſſerted but 
few lines before, that © nothing is to be ſuppoſed 
:# any part of the object of this inſtitution, but what 
' plainly appears to be ſo from the very words of 
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le object 


niſm. Does not the royal Grantor ſay exprelly, 
e think it our duty to promote the glory of 
God, by the inſtruction of our people in the chriſtian 
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« the charter.” Why then are the King's fubjefts 
laid to be thg primary, mare inimediate, and not the 
ol of their inſticytion-? ſince they are the 
only | ject expreſly mentioned in the e words 
of the charter. It was 2. ſtrange overſight in this 
great critic, to depart fo ſuddenly from his invariable 
role; or perhaps. there WAS 4 deſign to be ſerved in 
interpreting the charter by way of implication, tho 
expreſly contrary, to his own rule of a litera] inter- 
pretation; and that was to perſwade the world, that 
this ſociety was; erected :chiefly for propagating the 


Goſpel among, the Indiang. To this purpoſe he has 
conveniently gontrived. two objects of this. inſtitu- 
tion, the one © primary and immediate” © (the King's 
t ſubjects“) * the other the grand ultimate object, 
„ which is the Indians bordering on the colonies,” 
But becauſe the expreſs words of the charter, which 
he had repreſented. as the. ſole rule of their conduct, 
unluckily, make no mention. of © this grand ulti- 
mate delign”, therefore he. found himſelf under a 
neceſſity of. depantipg . from the rule himſeif had 
contrived, in order to adapt one of greater latitude. 
Indeed the Pr. affures us that this phraſe the pro- 
pagatzon of the goſpel in thoſe parts,” neceſſarily 
includes the, grand ultimate deſign“ before men- 
tioned of chriſtianizing the Indians.” But pray 
Dr. why ſo? Is not the deſign of that phraſe the 
propagation of the gaſpel fully anſwer d, by preach- 
ing it to thoſe of the King's ſubjects who ſcem to 
be abandon d to atheiſm and infidelity, and to thoſe 
other © inferior ſubjects the ſlaves? many of whom 
even in New-England are yet in a ſtate of  Heathe- 


religion 


* 
N. 
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religion ?” Is there a fingle word about the heathen 
bordering on our colonies ? Why will he then force 
upon us a deſign which the charter does not mention? 
What is here ſaid is not intended to prove that 
the Society have not a power by their charter to 
propagate the Goſpel among the heathen, for they 
really have fuch a power, and have accordingly made 
uſe of it, whenever opportunity has offer'd to do it 
with ſucceſs ; and will continue to do ſo notwith- 


ſtanding his endeavours'to miſrepreſent, and leſſen 


the merit of their pious labours. Bur the author's 
intention is to ſhow the Dr. the ſophiſtry of his 
argument, and that the rule he lays down for intet- 
preting the charter, would, if admitted, exclude the 
Society from this good work, and conſequently that 
his — 2 by proving too much, proves nothing 
at all. 1 4 
The truth is, the Society have by their charter, 
not only a legal power of propagating the Goſpel 
among ſuch of the King's ſubjects as are in danger 
of loſing their chriſtianity thro' atheiſm or infidelity, 
and among the heathen who have not ſo much as 
heard of the name of Chriſt : But (as miniſtring 
greatly to theſe purpoſes) of ſupporting the means 
of religion among thoſe who have already, or who 
incline to reccive it according to the legal eſtabliſh- 
ment and proviſion of the church of England. In 
ſhort whatever legal means are found neceſſary or 
conducive to ſecure or propagate the profeſſion of 
chriſtian religion as it is eſtabliſhed in England, and 


all other his Majcſty's dominions (Scotlan excepted) 


and made a part of the conſtitution of the Engliſh 


nation; the Society have a right by their charter t6 
make uſe of, underſtood in that generous view, ori- 


ginally deſigned and intended by the Grantor. - 


But 


( 


But to this the Dr. further objects, that the 
Grantor © King William himſelf was bred up in 
the calviniſtic principles and diſcipline, quite oppo- 
« ſite in ſome reſpects to the epiſcopal, and is gene- 
rally ſuppos'd to have retain d a r for the 
principles of his education all along; the as King 
* of England and head of that church, there was 
* a neceſſity of his externally conforming to its rites 
« and 'diſcipline”—The reader is deſired to ſtop 
here for a moment, and indulge his aſtoniſhment. 
Was this glorious deliverer then a finiſh'd hypocrite ? 
Was he under. a neceſſity of acting contrary to his 
conſcience? of conforming externally to the church 
of England while his heart was not in all this? 
What blacker picture could he have drawn of thoſe 
whom he calls © the infamous race of the Stewarts” * 
than he has here given of this excellent prince? A 
Prince for whom he pretends a reſpect, at leaſt as 
much reſpect as he is capable of paying to any 
crowned head: For he aflures us in a very folemn 
manner, that the greateſt part of mankind now 
are, and almoſt always have been oppreſſed by 
« wicked tyrants, called civil rulers, Kings and 
« Emperors". So this perhaps is to 'pafs for a 
light cenſure upon the memory of our glorious de- 
liverer. And this ſuppoſitious reflection upon King 
William was introduced it ſeems to prove that he 
could not look upon the miniſtry in the church of 
England as orthodox, in oppoſition to thoſe who 
diſſent from the eſtabliſhment. But he might have 
found a better argument to prove that he could and 
did look upon it in that light; for certainly better 
evidence could not be given of his regard for the 
church of England, and his defire to ſee it take 

| „ 

* Vid. Than. Serm. 1758 p. 48. f Vid. Serm. 12. P 426. Vol. l. 


6 24 ) | 
place and flouriſh in New-England, chan his giving 
2 hundred pounds ſterling per annum out of che 
privy purſe for ſupporting « miniſter of the church 
of Englant in Boſtoti, af his beſtow ing 4 valuable 
Nbrary of books on King's chapel in rhat town ; 
to witch (cho not immediately relative to N. Eng- 
land) gratitude will oblige all true ſons of the 
—— 1 of England in America to add, his royal 

ſoundation of a college at Williamſburg in Virginia 
for the fame noble purpoſe. If the King himſelf 
could o liberally part with his own money to ſup- 
port what the Dr. call the peculiarities of ede 
; it can hardly be doubted but that he would readily 
| encourage the charty of others in doing the like. 
So that it is not quiteſo © unnatural” as the Dr. ima- 
es © to ſuppoſe that that noble ſpirttedPrince had 
ſuch an intention.” Indeed it wonld be unnatural 
to ſuppoſe the contrary, viz. that in making a grant 
in favor of à corporation of the church of England, 
| 


He ſhould make uſe of a word in ſome peculiar ſenſe | 
of his own, and different from that in which he knew 
they had been accuſtom'd to underſtand it. It may iy 

therefore very reaſonably be admitted that by ortho- 
-dox miniſters in this charter, theGrantor did © intend i 

4 thoſe of the Engliſh-church, not in diſtinction from 

4% all other — 4 in the world.” but in diſtinctioon 
from all thoſe churches in the Engliſh dominions, 
Scotland excepted) who diſſent — the legal con- i 
ſtitutional eſtabliſhment of England. — 
As pertinent to what has been here ſaid, the fol- "1 
Avowing paſſage is inſerted, with which Dr. Humphries 3... 
wotthily concludes his hiſtory of the Society. *©In 7 

voy — to the memory of the founder of this 
Society King William the third, it may not be 
* improper to conclude this reatiſe with remarking 
* to 


SE 


to the reader, the ereRing of this corporation, 
« was among the laſt public actions of his heroic 
„life. After having reſcued the proteſtant religion 
in Europe, and ſaved the church of England here, 
he did by this laſt act, as it were bequeath it to 
his American ſubjects, as the moſt valuable legacy, 
and greateſt bleſſing. But the Dr. adds“ to ſay 
that the Grantees underſtood the term orthodox 
in this narrow excluſive ſenſe, is to reflect upon their 
„ underſtandings.” As to their underſtandings, it 
would become him to ſpeak with reverence of them, 
as what he is not qualified - to take the meaſure of: 
Not is it any reflection upon them, that they ſhould 
underſtand the term orthodox in ſuch a limited ſenſe. 
For as the words orthodox and heterodox do in 
their literal ſignification import, the one a right, 
and the other a wrong or different opinion, in mat- 
ters relative to religion, ſo, they who adhere” to 
the legal eſtabliſhed proviſion, are uſually termed 
orthodox, or perſons who hold a right opinion, and 
they who diſſent from ſuch - eſtabliſhment are ſaid 
to be heterodox, that is, perſons who hold a wrong 
or different opinion, whether their diſſent ariſes from 
doctrinal points, or ritual injunctions. Nor had the 
Dr. any occaſion to wonder that his antagoniſt 
ſhould underſtand the word orthodox as well capable 
of the ſenſe he had put upon it, ſince it is uſed in 
the ſame ſenſe in the hiſtorical account of the So- 
ciety as quoted by himſelf, | With as little reaſon 
does he charge that gentleman with not diſtinguiſn- 
ing between Hergh and /chi/m, for he was not talk- 
ing of hereſy, but of heterodoxy, between which. 
it ſeems this learned critic knows no difference. 
e D „ 
ON + Obſerv. p. 101. 104. wn 
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A this ſeems to be a proper place to take notice 
of another miſtake that both the Dr. and his voucher 
have gone into, relative to eſtabliſhments. The Dr. 
does not indeed ſeem quite ſo clear. as his voucher, 
that: congregationaliſm or independency are eſtabliſh- 
ed in New-England ; yet he has ſaid enough to ſhew 
his inclination that the reader ſhould beljeve ir. Thus 
in his 16th page he calls the miniſters and churches 
of New-England, the * eſtabliſhed miniſters and 
churches ;'' and a notable proof of their eſtabliſhment 
he gives us at the 42d page, where he ſays, that the 

overnment of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay made a law 

or the ſupport of a learned and orthodox miniſtry, 
and this the Dr. calls a civil eſtabliſhment of reli- 
gion.” I ſuppoſe the government will ſcarcely thank 
him for this interpretation of that law, which really 
is charging them with invading the King's pre- 
rogative and eſtabliſhing themſelves : No fays the 
Dr. in the next page, for the acts which relate to 
the ſettlement and ſupport of the goſpel miniſtry 
nere, received the royal ſanction, and therefore our 
+ churches /cem to have a proper legal eſtabliſhment.” 
I believe if the Dr. held an eſtate upon a title ſo pre- 
carious, as that of its being merely overlook d, he 
would be ſolicitous of obtaining a better confirma- 
tion of it. Indeed he is ſo modeſt as only to aſſert 
that they /cem to have a legal eſtabliſhment ;” but 
ſince he knew that this was no eſtabliſhment at all; 
it was perhaps not quite ingenuous to tell his rea- 

ders that it /cemed to be one. Wal 
Ix his 7ad page he aſſerts, that the Church of 
England is not eſtabliſhed here,” which appears to 
be introduced as another reaſon why the New-Eng- 
land churches are eſtabliſhed, But now if it ſhould 
appear, that the church of England really x eſta- 
4 be | | 8 bliſhed 


( a7 4 
bliſhed here, and has been fo from the firſt ſottlement 
of the country; and that the churches (as he affecꝭs 40 
call them) of New England ſubſiſt here as the diſſent- 
ing congregations do in rg np. upon no other foot 
than that of a toleration: 1 the world will not 
look upon it very modeſt in bim to parry of the church 
of England in theſe colonies, as a party, a faction, 
little epiſcopal parties, ſmall d:/affetted and diſcontent- 
ed parties. f— It will be proper therefore to ew, 
1. TwaT what the Dr. calls the churches of New 
England are not eſtabliſhed in the cojonies. And 
2. THAT the Church of England i is, and all a- 
long has been eſtabliſhed here. | 
1 HAT the New- England churches had eli 
iſhment till the act of toleration took place, is evi- 
dent from their own confeſſion; for ſuch I take to 
be their ſending an addreſs of thanks to King James 
the 2d. for a toleration of religion. Thus the affait 
is related by Dr. Douglaſs. * Anno 1687. The 
* miniſters of Maſſachufetts-Bay colony, jointly ſent 
© an- addreſs of thanks to K. James 2d. for hie n- 
dulgence, or general toleration of religious opinions 
„and congregations; this was ſent over and 
* fented to K. James by Mr. Increafe Mather, he 
and his conſtituents, were not politicians, ſufficient 
© to penetrate into the wicked and pernicious con- 
© trivance of that toleration.“ The Dr. adds in a 
note that by this general indulgence popery was 
e craftily to — he colony t Plymouth 
ug — ſent an addreſt of the Ate nature.” 7. 
If previous to ” this they had apprehended themſelves 
to be an eſtabliſhment, we can hardly ſuppoſe they 
would have ſent a perſon a thouſand leagues to com- 
pliment that prince upon his granting the bleſſing of | 
a toleration. 


} Vid. Obſerv. p. 55. 56. 57. 110; and in many other — 2 
+ Sum, hiſt. & pol, p. 40. vol. 1. 
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A ſecond reaſon to prove that the New-England 
churches are not eſtabliſned here, ſhall be taken 
from a letter of their Excellencies the Lords Juſtices 
to the Hon. William Dummer, Eſq; which is handed 
down to us by the hiſtorian above mentioned, 
and is as follows. ern | 


| Nat Whitchall, Oct. 7. 1725. 
- 4:1 ir, | 8 
Tux Lords Juſtices being informed from ſuch 
good hands, as make the truth of this advice not to 
be doubted, that at a general convention of mini- 
* ſters, from ſeveral parts of his Majeſty's province 
* of the Maſſachuſetts- Bay, at Boſton, on the 27thof 
May laſt, a memorial and addreſs was framed, di- 
* rected to you as Lieut. Governor and commander 
in chief, and to the council and houſe of repreſen- 
© tatives then ſetting, deſiring that the general aſſem- 
* bly would call the ſeveral churches in this province 
to meet by their paſtors, and meſſengers, in a ſynod, 
which memorial and addreſs, being accordingly 
< preſented by ſome of the ſaid miniſters, in the name, 
and at the deſire of the faid convention, was con- 
* fidered in council, the 3d of June following; and 
* there approved, but the houſe of repreſentatives 
put off the confideration of it to the next ſeſſion, 
in which the council afterwards concurred. 
Their Excellencies were extremely ſurprized, 
* that no account of ſo extraordinary and important 
tranſaction ſhould have been tranſmitted by you, 
* purſuant to. an article in your inſtructions, by which 
* you are directed upon all occaſions, to ſend unto 
© his Majeſty, and to the commiſſioners for trade and 
_ © plantations, a particular account of all your pro- 
* ceedings, and the condition of affairs within your 
: government. 
* Sum, hiſt. & pol. vol. II. p. —_— | 
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government. As this matter doth: highlyconcern 
* his Majeſty's royal prerogatrve, their Excellencies 
referred the conſideration of it, to Mr, Attorney 


and Solicitor General, who after mature delibera- 
tion, and making all proper enquiries, reported, 
That from the charter and laws .of your colony, 
* they cannot collect that there is any regular eftab- 
* liſhment of a NATIONAL or provincial church 
* there, ſo as to warrant the holding of convocations 
or ſynods of the clergy, but if ſuch ſynods might 
be holden, yet they take it to be clear in point of 
law, that his Majeſty's ſupremacy in eccleſiaſtical 
* affairs, being a branch of his prerogative, does take 
** place in the plantations, and that ſynods cannot 
be held, nor is it lawful for the clergy to aſſemble 
as in ſynods, without authority from his Majeſty.” 
They conceive the above mentioned application. of 
© the ſaid Miniſters, not to you alone, as repreſent- 
ing the King's perſon, but to yo, and the council 
* and the houſe of repreſentatives, to be a contempt of 
* his Majeſty's prerogatrve, as it is a public acknow- 
* ledgment, that the power of granting what they 
** defire, rgſides in the legiſlatrve body of the province, 
* which by law 1s veſted only in his Majeſty. And 
* the Lieut. Governor, council and aſſembly inter- 
* meddling therein, was an invaſion of his Majeſty's 
royal authority, which it was your duty as Lieut. 
Governor, to have withſtood and rejected, and that 
= © the conſent of the Licut. Governor, the council and 
“ houſe of repreſentatives, will not be ſufficient au- 
e thority for the holding of ſuch a ſynod.” 
> * Their Excellencies, upon conſideration of this 
opinion, of the attorney and ſolicitor general, 
which they have been pleaſed to approve, have 
commanded me to acquaint you with, and to ex- 
| | | * preſs 
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preſs to you their furprize, that no account of ſo 
temat able a tranſaction, which fo nearly concerns 
* the King's prerogative, and the welfare of his Ma- 
* jeſty's L hag under your government, has been 
received from you, and to fignify to you their di- 
* reftions, that you do put an effeftual ſtop to any 
* ſuch proceedings, but if the conſent deſired by 
the miniſters above mentioned, for the holding of 
* the ſynod, ſhould have been obtained, and thts pre- 
* tended fynod ſhould be actually fitting, when you 
*.xeccive theſe their Excellencies directions, they doin 
© that cafe, require and direct you, to cauſe ſuch 
their meeting to ceaſe, acquainting them that their 
* afſembly ts againſt law, and a contempt of his Ma- 
* zefly's prerogative, and that they are forbid to meet 
* any more; butif notwithſtanding fuch fignification, F 
ti they fhall continue to hold ſuch an aſſembly, you 
dl re then to take care that the principal actors there- Þ 
in be proſecuted for a miſdemeanour. But you are 
© to avoid doing any formal act to diſſolve them, leſt | 
it be conſtrued to imply that they had a right to | 
v aſſemble. 1 his Sir, is what I have in command | 
© from their Excellencies to fignify to you. 
And I muſt obſerve to you, that the precedent | 
quoted in the above mentioned memorial of ſuch | 
© a ſynod being held 45 years ago, falls in with the 
_ © year 1680, and that the former charter, upon which | 
_ |© the government of your province depended, was 
© repealed by fcize facias in the year 1684, and the 
* new charter was granted in the year 1691, from 
* whence it appears, that if ſuch ſynod was holden * 
las is alledged, it . 2 ſhort time before tje 
* repealing of the old charter, but none has been 
* ſince the granting the new one. © 4 
Il am Sir your moſt humble ſervant. '. ' 
3 CHARLES DELAFAYE:' | 
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LET us now compare Dr. Mayhew's opinion 
with that of the attorney and ſolicitor general 'zs 
given us in the foregoing letter; and to make the 
matter more plain to the reader, I will place them 
oppolite to each other (as they are truly in them- 
ſelves) in ſeperate columns thus, :. 794 

Dr. Mayhew's aſſertion that the z The Attorney and Solicitor 
New-England churches are eftab- | General's opinion, and the deter- 
liſhed here. mination of the Lords Juſtices 

1. The government of the Maſ- | 1. From the charter and laws 
fachuſetts-Bay, in the th of Wil- | of your colony (viz. Maſſachuſetts 
liam and Mary, made a law for the | Bay) they cannot collect, that there 
ſupport of a learned and orthodox | is any regular eſtabliſhment of a 
miniſtry ; it is needleſs therefore to | national or provincial church 
look any farther back, for a civil | there, | 
eſtabliſhment of religion here, | 

| ; Obſyv. p. 42. | 

2. The acts which relate to the 2. The acknowledgment of ſueh 
ſettlement and ſupport of the goſ- | a power in the legiſlative body of 
pel miniſtry here, received the | the province is a contempt of his 
royal ſanction, and therefore our } 'Majeſty's prerogative, ' 
churches ſeem to have a proper 5 Rag 
legal eſtabliſhment. 'P. 43. 

IT is. really ſurprizing, that after ſuch a letter as 
this (of which it is ſuppoſed the Dr. could not be 
ignorant) he ſhould notwithſtanding aſſert that the 
New-England churches are eſtabliſhed. What be- 


comes of his argument for a civil or legal eftabliſh- 
ment, founded on certain acts of aſſembly, not 
formally ſet aſide, and therefore 2 — to be 
confirmed by royal ſanction, when the foregoing let- 
ter declares that the attributing ſuch a power to the 
legiſlative body here is a direct invaſion of his Ma- 
jeſty's prerogative. Whether the Dr. will incline to 
diſpute this point with the Lords Juſtices, and prove 
that the Attorney and Solicitor General did not un- 
derſtand the colony charter, as he has attempted to 
prove that the Society do not underſtand theirs, I 
am not able te ſay. I ſhall leave him to determine 

chat matter with himſelf, as he ſhall think beſt. 
| By r 
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Bur perhaps the Dr. may be better ſatisfied by an 
argument in his own way.—He lays it down as a 
rule for interpreting the charter of the Society, that 
nothing can be ſuppoſed the object or any part of 
* the object of that inſtitution, but what plainly 
appears to be fo, from the very words of the 
charter, even tho' it were certain that thoſe per- 
« ſons to whom it was granted, had at the very time, 
* ſome farther views and ends in obtaining it, be- 
ſides thoſe which are expreſſed, or plainly implied; 
yet the words of the charter itſelf muſt determine 
« and limit the ſenſe of the royal Grantor, and conſe- 
« quently the legal power conferred—lt was ory for 
e thoſe purpoſes that are particularly expreſſed, not 
* any private or ſecret ones, which they might poſſi- 
«bly have had in their own minds, that they were 
incorporated. Let us now apply this rule to the 
charter granted to the Maſſachuſetts Bay. Nothing can 
be ſuppoſed the object or any part of the object of this 
conſtitution, but what plainly appears to be 10 from the 
very words of their charter, which very words muſt 
determine and limit the ſenſe of the Grantor. It was 
only for thoſe purpoſes that are particularly ex- 
preſſed—Let the Dr. now read and examine the 
preſent colony charter, bearing date 1691, and point 
out to us- the paſſage or paſſages where in expreſs 
words a power is granted of inſtituting an eccleſi- 
aſtical eſtabliſhment, or to uſe his own words, - a: 
civil eſtabliſhment of religion ; but if nothing of this 
kind is to be found in it; if ſuch a power be neither 
the object, nor any part of the object of the colony 
charter, it is more than probable that there is no 
ſuch-eſtabliſhment as the Dr. contends for exiſting. 

Ir any thing further ſnould be thought neceſſary 
to confute the pretence of the New-England 


churches; 
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churches being eſtabliſhed in the colonies, I ſhall 
refer the reader to a letter ſent from her Majeſty 
and the Privy Council to the colony of Connecticut, 
Oct. rxth, i705. See Doug. Sum. Vol. 2. p. 339. 
Ie has been now ſufficiently proved that the 
New-England churches are not eftabliſhed here. 
We will therefore inquire whether the charch of 
England be not eſtabliſhed in the colonies. —This 
was beforeaffirm'd.—-T fhalt now attempt to prove it. 
One would imagine indeed that there ſhould be no 
oceaſion to enter upon the proof of a thing ſo plain 
and evident as this is; fince whatever difficulty 
there might be in determining this matter before, 
yet certainly there can be none at all ſince the union 
'of the two kingdoms, © becauſe, fays Dr. Douglas, 
« by the act of union of Scotland and England, it 
* is provided that the church of England govern- 
ment in all the Engliſh colonies was for ever 
* eftablifſhed.”+ The fame author obſerves in ano- 
ther place, that *by the articles of union of the two 
nations of Great- Britain, May 170), the charch 
of England is eftabliſhed in perpetuity, in alf the 
* territories at that time to England belonging. 
I am a loſs how the Dr. ſhould overlook ſo plain a 
caſe as this, fo as to deny the eſtabliſhment of the 
church of England in theſe colonies, and to affirm 
that of the New-England ehurches. Poffibly the 
Dr. never examined the point himfelf, but took it 
upon truſt from his voucher. ' 

Bor tho' it is undeniably manifeſt that the ehurch 
of England is eſtabliſhed in all the Engliſh eclonies 
by the act of union before mentioned; yet it ma 
not be fo clear, that this eſtabliſhment actualſy 
place before that time; and altho it is — 

F Dong. Summary, vol. 1. p. 440, 441. f Do. p. 443 
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eſtabliſhed in the colonies, F hall 
= the r to a letter ſent from her Majeſty 
and the Privy Couneil to the colony of Connecticut, 
Oct. rxth, 1705. See Doug. Sum. Vol. 2. p. 339. 
IT has been now ſufficiently proved that the 
New-England churches are not eftabliſhed” here. 

We will therefore inquire whether the eharch of 
England be not eſtabliſhed in the colonies.—This 
was before affirm d. fhalf now attempt to prove it. 
One would imagine indeed that there ſhould be no 
oceaſion to enter upon the proof of a thing ſo plain 
and evident as this is; fince whatever ificulty 
there might be in deter this matter before, 
certainly there cart be none at all ſince the union 
of the two ki oms,“ becauſe, fays Dr. Douglas, 
N union: of Seotland and E it 
is provided that the church of England rn- 
** ment in all the Engliſh colonies was for ever 
* eftabliſhed.”}F The fame author obſerves iti mo- 
ther place, that by the articles of union of the two 
nations of Great-Brimin, May 1707, the church 


* of England is eftabliſhed in 8 n alf the 
* territories at that time to Eng 


belonging.” 
I am @ lofs how the Dr. ſhould overlook fo plates 


caſe as this, fo x5 to deny the eſtabliſhmenr of the 
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Bor tho it is undeniably manifeſt harehs ehueck 
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not be ſo clear, that this eſtabliſhment 
prvce © before n 2 ir is folficlent to 
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1 
the preſent argument, that the church of England 
has been eſtabliſned here from the time of the union 
aforeſaid ; yet for the ſake of ſuch as have not had 
opportunity of examining this matter, I ſhall lay 
the caſe before the reader, as I find it already done 

to my hands by a learned and judicious writer, in 
a letter to the Rev. Mr. Thomas Foxcroft, printed 
in the year 174757. . Latin 
- © Tax chriſtian religion ( favs. this ingenious 
author) as by its evidence and intrinſic excellency 
it recommended itſelf. to the Engliſh government, 
_ * ſo it became by, law the religion of the Engliſh 
nation; and the church of England likewiſe. be- 
came by law their national church; and when 
any part of the Engliſh nation ſpread abroad into 
11 * Ba as they continued part of the nation, 
* the law obliged them equally to the Church of 
© England and to the chriſtian religion. And the 
© ſtatutes for the eſtabliſhment of the ſervice ordi- 
« nation and articles of this church, made and con- 
** firm'd before and at the union of the two king- 
“ doms, ſettle. and eſtabliſh it alike in the dominions 
* of England, and in the realm it ſelf. 
I thereign of Edward VI. certain biſhops and, 
learned men by the appointment of the King, com- 
* pos'd an order andrite of common prayer, and ad- 
* miniſtration of the ſacraments, in a book entitled, 
te the book of common prayer, and adminiſtration - 
te of the ſacraments, and other rites and ceremonies, - 
* after the uſe of the church of England. In the 
* 3d year of his reign, an a& of parliament was 
* made (2d and 3d of Edward VI. c. 1.) entitled 
* the penalty for not uſing uniformity of ſervice and 
* adminiſtration of ſacraments, = ak it was enact- 
* ed—That all miniſters in any pariſh church, or 
1 3 ober 
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6 i} 
« other place within the King's dominiont, ſhotild 
be bond to ſay and uſe the celebration of the 
Lord's Supper, — all their common and open 
« prayer, in ſuch order and form as is mentioned in 
this book, and none other, or otherwiſe, # 

* In-thefixth year of his rei * this book of com- 
mon prayer, was by order © rliament (th and 
* 6th of Edward VI. c. 7. \exphned and W 

and à form of making and conſcerating, Arch- 
« biſhops, Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons was added 
„to it; and by an act of papliament (entitled, uni- 
9 formity of prayer, and adminiſtration of ſacraments 
„hall be uſed in the chüreh) it was enatted, that 
* the former act ſhould ſtand in full force and 
* ſtrength, for eſtabliſnipg this book of common 
4 — &c. as it was for the former book, und 
that if anyMmitiner of perſon inhabiting w ithin hi 
the N dominiont, thould willingly and witting⸗ | 

'hear and be prefent at any other manner ior 

* form of common prayer, &c. "te ould ſuffer 
imp: ifonment, &. 

II the firſt year of the reign of Queen Elizs- 

* beth a few —— and additions were made in 

* this book of common yer, and by an act of 

„Parliament ( 1 Eliz. c. * entitled there ſhall be 

* uniformity of prayer and adminiſtation of ſacra- 
ments, it was enacted, that all miniſters in an) 

< pariſh church, or other place within the Quzen's 
Aominiont, ſhould be bound to ſay and uſe the cele- 
* bration of the Lord's Supper, and adminiſtration 
* of each of the facraments, and all the common and 
< open prayer, in ſuch order and form, as is men- 
( fkioned in the 5th and 6th of Edward the ſixth, 
'** with theſe alterations and additions, & e. and that 


[4 NN perſon inhabiting within the Queen's 'Nlaje/- 
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& #y's dominions, ſhould diligently and faithfully en- 
64 ; deavour to reſort to the pariſh church, or ſome 
6 uſual place, where. common prayer and ſuch ſer- 
« vice of God ſhould be uſed upon every landete. 

Ix the 13th year of Elizabeth, by an act of pa 
" liament, entitled reformation of diſorders in = 
6 miniſters of the church : The preamble of which 
« is, that the churches of the — Majeſy i do- 
10 minions, may be ſerved with paſtors of ſound re- 

< ligion, it was enacted that no perſon be admitted 
66 to any benefice with cure, except he ſhall 1 
6. * have ſubſcribed the 39 articles. 

Alx the 44th year of Charles the IId. the book 
& of common prayer, &a. was by the appointment 
© of the King reviewed, and in convocation 

and added to, and relanted to his Majeſty, and 
© being approved and recommended by him to the 

* parliament, was ſubſtituted in the —— of chat ap- 

pointed in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, and the 
t parliament by an act (entitled an act for the uni- 
* formity of public prayer, &c. ) reciting that vhere- 
Las the 36th of the 39 articles, is in theſe words, 
* viz. That the book of e of Archbiſhops 
« and Biſhops, and ordaining of rieſts and deacons, 
lately ſet orth in the time King Edward the 
_ darth, and confirm'd at the fame time by authority 
44 of parliament, doth contain all things neceſſary to 
* ſuch conſecration and ordaining, &. and there» * 
& fore whoſoever are conſecrated, or ordered accord» 
ing to the rites of that book, ſince the ad year of 
8 pr aforenamed King Edward unto this time, or 
+ *-berealzgr ſhall be conſecrated, or ordered accord · 


ing to the ſame rites, we decree all ſuch to be right- 
at yr orderly and lawfully conſecrated and ordered, 


* cnatted that all ieren, hercafter to be made 
* unto 
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N the ſuid articles ſhall be conſtrued and 
taken to extend, and ſhall be apply d for and 
« touching the ſaid 36th article, and unto the book 
containing the form and manner of making, or- 
4 daining, ce. in ſuch fort and manner as the ſame 
« did heretofore extend unto the book ſet forth. in 
« the time of King Edward. the ſixth, mention d is 
« the Cad goth article.” And by another, paragraph 
in ſaid act, it is enacted, that the before-mentioned 
ſtatutes, for the uniformity. of pra yer and admin 
(6 ſiration-of ſacraments, ſhould ſtand in; full foren 
aud ſtrength: to all intenti and pu rpoles vhatſo- 
te ever, for the eſtabliſhing and this book. 
eee eee e Anne, 
« by an act of parliament ; (5. A. £50) Med, an | 
act for ſecvring the church, of 'Fuglapd 2 2 
7 „ lu, eſtabliſhed, it u enacted that yay atts 
_ * parliament: then in force, for the eſtabliſhment 
— preſervation of the church of England, and 
* the Ie worſhip, diſcipline and government 
„ thereof, thould remain and be in full force for 
ever; and that every King and Queen ſucceeding 
. to the royal government of the kingdom of Gres , 
Britain, at his or her coronation ſhould take and | 
* fabſcribe an oath to maintain, and preſerve inviola · 
——5 met of he church — — 
464 
govern» 
4 ment thereof, as by 1 we within the 
kingdoms of — end Ireland, the dominion 
«.of Wales, and town of Berwick upon Tweed, and 
the terretories II And by the 
« 2& of union of — 
this act was made an ae ond 
. „ rg the. — 0 4 
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= Phave now cited ſeven ſtatutes for the eſtab! 
«/Hhiment of the Church of England in the domł- 
*-jons.—Theſe ſtatutes are all now in foree, and 
«do equally eſtabliſh and confirm the Church of 
* England; her worſhip, nales and ——_— -4 
the plantations and in England it felf.” 
force of the argument which Yes been drawn Sees 
them will doubtleſs prove ſatisfactory and convincing 
to every one who obſtrves, that every ſubfequent 
ſtatute that has been cited refers to and confirms 
thoſe that preceeded, and by that means throw theit 
united Neem upon alis point here affirm d; fo that 
if plain direct pete acts of parliament bave any 
force in framing and confirming an eſtabliſnment, 
the Church of England is beyond controverſy eſtab- 
liſhed in all his Majeſty's colonies and — and 
therefore in the Maffachuſetes Bay and Connecticut. 
- THE author does not recollect any thing that can 
reaſonably be alledged againſt this concluſion, unleſs 
the paſſage which was quoted before from the Lords 
Juſtices letter, viz. © that from the charter and Jaws 
”! en this colony it does not appear that there ls any 
lar "eſtabliſhment of a national or provincial 
Ss — here;” ſhould be thought an objection. 
If this paſſage fhould ſeem to any one, to exclude rhe 
plantations from any eſtabliſhment at all, whether f 
the church or congregational denomination: It may 
be anſwered ; It is not the intention of the faid let- 
ter to aſſert that there is no eſtabliſhment of religion 
at all in the plantations j but that uch an 2222 
ment ts not to be collected from any powers —— 
in the Maſſachuſetts charter, nor conſequently in tbe 
laws founded upon that charter. And ſince no ſpe? 
cial power or ' privilege of this kind. was d 
by the charter, | it is cvident that the ſtate of gf ligio n 
1 


in reſpect to eſtabliſhments muſt and does in. fact geſt 
upon thoſe acts of parliament which, relate to 
ſubje ect, and eloccially 28 they directly include 2 
his Majeſty's dominions; it being moregyer.an- 
low'd maxim not only that all laws made in the 
plantations contrary to the laws of En England ane ih iplo 
facto void, but alſo that where a 
which the laws of any colony have —— no IE 
| fron, ſuch caſe ſhall = — d by the laws at 
home. It appears then from all the acts of parlia- 
ment that ever were made relative to eſtabliſhments, 
that there is an eſtabliſhment of the Church of Eng- 
land in the plantations, and chat authori allow 
and ratify'd by the reigning prince, — 
authority to make an eſtabliſmment. The Nag 
(under God) * is the ſupreme head of the —. 
* of England, and if he bad not appointed an 
* ordinary over New-England, it w have re: 
„ mained under his own immediate eccleſiaſti 
© juriſditionas ſupreme head. But it is well known 
1 _ his late Majeſty, in the firſt year of his reign, 
« did impower the Biſhop. of London, under the 
0 great ſeal, to exerciſe juriſdiction over the clergy 
in the plantations, which were not in any 
4 but; remained under the immediate Juridiaiog: 
« of the King.“ T 
Wr may now quit che ſubj jet of ehablihments, 
and proceed to conſider — Dr.'s Frag. ſcion; | 
which contains ſundry ** other things tending” 57 he 
e to explain and conſirm eden of tha 
The firlt is,“ the name by which this 


* corporation is diſtinguiſhed,” viz. The or. 
the propagation of 4 0 Goſpel. This has . 
ken to pelore; it will only beneceſlary 0 add here 


70 


+ Vid, Letter above-mentioned, 170. 


( 49 ) 
chat the Soticty have in their conduct acted agrees 
dle to the import of this title, by ſending miflion- 
zrics into thoſe colonies which the Dr. allows to be 


proper objects of their inſtitution, by ſending others 
to the Indian natives, and by appointing catechiſts 0 
the In ſhort, they have fo far comply'd 
with the import of this name or title, and with the 
deſign of their inſtitution, that the Dr. himſelf 
is forced to confeſs, however unwillingly, * that the 
Society have chief ſent their miſſionaries into 
* thoſe Britiſh plantations where they were much 
* needed, according to the true deſign of their 
* inſtitution, and that they have thereby ſerved the 
* intereſt of religion.” F But then he ſays, © they 
have deviated from the plan of their charter in 
* fome other reſpects, that is to ſay, they have 
ſometimes endeavoured to preſerve men from fallin 
into infidelity by providing for them the means F 
religion, —forgive them this wrong—Doubtleſs eve- 
ry candid perſon will allow that their inftitution 
admits of the preſervation: as well as the extenſion 
of the goſpel, and whether the one or the other be 
done, it muſt be done agreeable to the particular 
e and ſentiments of thoſe who are the un- 
ers of this work. The Dr. adds, © for ſeveral 
years, he thinks about eight or nine, after the 
Society was founded, they ſent no miſſionary into 
« New-En , which may naturally be looked on 
© (he ſays) as one argument that it was not origi- 
® nally conſidered among thoſe plantations which 
* were ſuppoſed to ſtand in need of their charity.” 
But it is imagined that a better reaſon may be given 
why few or no 9 were early ſent into 
New-England, and that is, that few ot no ſocieties 


| + obſerv. p. 1. 
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| the ſavages, this would directly contradi& the c 


( 484. 
or congregations, appeared at that time to aſk: their 
charicableadiſtance, Butafterwards frequent acceſs, 
ons of people of that communion from abroad,toge- 
ther with the eſſect of reading and enquiry at home, 
joined with the enthuſiaſm which at times prevailed, 
eſpecially after Mr. Whitefields appearing among us, 
and which drove many of the more ſerious and cons. 
ſiderate people into the boſom of the church; theſe 
things occaſioned ſuch an increaſe of the church oy 
Eoghand, that the Society found it neceſſary, to al- 
low a greater proportion of their aſſiſtance, as it was 
now earneſtly called for, and more apparently needed. 
2. The next thing which the Dr. advances. as; li- 
miting the deſign of the charter, is the common 
* 52 the Society, whichabees aſun in the u 55 
per part of the circle, has a ſhip within the circ| 
6 — fail ; on the pro Ws 2 which ſtands 4 
* cletgyman uch a bible ln his hand which 8 
22 to a Company of naked ſavages on theſſhore, 
+. * thro oging to reccive the bleſſing, 2 — over EY 
is 2 ſerol implying theſe; words come over and he 
by It is not eaſy to imagine what this Hs. 
was s alled ged for, ſince ĩt either proves too . 


elſe nothing at all to his purpoſe. If it was deſigns 
ed to prove that the /ale Puſnefs of the Society. ace 
to 


cording to their charter, was to carry the golj 


ter, which declares the primary object of their: inſti 
tution to be the King'siſubjefts, but if it was hrought 
to prove that the converſion of the natives was ons 
part of the deſign of their inſtitution, this is no mo 
than what we allow, and is agrecable to the comer 
of the Society as well as their charter. Taking 
therefore the deſign of the charter in thas Galen in 


which we ſociety bam a along underſtood it, nad 
agreeable 
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greeable to which they have practiſed, apphing 
themſejves both to theKing's fub — and the nati 


a0 it very well agrees whth the ſeal under conſide- 
ration, but if 51975 wholly to the natives which is 
the uſe the Dr. ſeems to have bro't it for, inſtead of 
agreeing, as he fays it very well: does, with the char. 
ter, it really is a flat contradiction to it. 

3. The next thing alledg d by the Dr. in xi 
the ſenſe of the charter, is certain anniverſary ſer- 
mons preached before the venerable Society, ſome 
paſſag 0 3 Which he has quoted, in ſupport of his 
opi 25 ut this like the former inftance preduc'd 
by him, either Juſtifies the Society, or elſe is nothing 
at all to the purpoſe. For does not the Dr. him- 
ſelf a repreſent the defign-of their inſtitution to be 

chat o preſerving and propagating chriſtianity a 
the Kit s ſubjects, and extending it alſo to the Hea- 
then ? Aud bas not this been the very-ptatice of 
the Society from the beginning? And what: do the 
annlverſary ſermons imply but certain exhortations 
to purſue the "ſeveral objects of their inſtitution ; 
thoſe which the Dr. has quoted inſiſt chiefly upon 
one. topic, while other 82500 preached upon the 
ſame occaſion enlarge on ſome other branch of the 
8 — defign?' As to the particular paſſages 'cited b 

e Dr, he himſelf allows, that they do * rather coin- 
« -cide, with the ultimate; than the more immediate 
| * deſign of the inftitution, and ſo harmenize rather 
0 more perhaps with the ſeal and name of the 8o- 
diety, than with the charter.” What now are we to 
learn from hence, but that the ſeal and name of the 
ſociety, which à little before he had preduced to 

explain and fopport his ſenſe of the charter, do re- 
ally not harmonize with it at all, but only with the 
ſermons he has quoted. So all he had- been offering 


before 


10 
before b f-provh; from che a Lo 
y way of propt, i beg (al 


the 8obicty is aow| given, 2 
indeed it was) nothing ta the „„This 
man has à very ſtrunge method of en 424. 
proving, of aſſorting/and giving up. 
* never expect co atrive at any ſo IP . 
by this vahton method of argaing-); The tr 
thoſe wotthy gentlemen, who; have 4 | 
anniverſary — before the Speigty, have nota 
of them confined themſelves to the dame topi 7 Ay 
the inftitittion of the Sociay camprehenfled leve 
ral objects, ſome have enlarged ae 
upon one object, and ſome. upon another, as: they 
ſeverally thought proper, but all within the. 1 
intendment and deſign of their charter; and if 4 
Dr. had intended to thevs drawn ap argument rom 
theſe annual ſermons, it» proof of the vrigigalde 


larged upon 
leder ſenſe of — IR woulk 
not have ſerved his tUnë.; for he himſelf 2 « | 
is not inſenſible, that ſame of theſe, med 
pecially within che laſt twenty years, have . 
— in them of a much gs catholic ſtrain” 6 
that is to ſay, they do not ſo well ſuit his pups 
and in truth he has taken the liberty to meat thom 
accordingly, that is with indecency, a8 W 
appear to any one who conſults his 1.3th, KG FAR 
15th: ſections, as n en e lere paliages. af . 

book. 

The author has no ne thro the Dris 1 
ſentation of the Society s charter, together with the 


ſeveral arguments he has adranced, to ſupport the 
Lenſe dec hath. put upon it, and has endeavoured to 


prove 


— -_ 7 - 
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pi char they are Altogether inconcluſive; whether 
has ſucceeded or not, muſt be left to the judgment 
of the candid unptejudiced reader. In the mean time if 
the account which has now been given of the char- 
ter and inſtitution of the Society be juſt; all the Dr's 
accuſations of that venerable body, bis charges of 
miſconduct, miſapplication of monies, and perverſion 
of the truſt which they have taken on themſelves, 
fall to the ground; and he has only to conſider 
what” reparation he ought in conſcience to make, or 
endeavour to make, for the indecent liberties; and 
various abuſe he has been guilty of towards them. 
© Here therefore the preſent examination ſeems to 
to conclude; but as there are yet many things in 
the Pr s book, which the author conceives to be ex- 
tremely exceptionable, he thinks it 1 to tale 
notice of at leaſt ſome of them. 

Ir is a frequent ſubject of complaint whe ie, 
that the Society have hot done enough towards:the 
converſion of the Indians, tho' by their public ac- 
edunts it appears that they have omitted nothing in 
their power, to promote that good work; nor have 
they been entirely without ſucceſs. He is likewiſe 
much diſpleaſed, that more miſſionaries have not 
been ſent to thoſe colonics, whoſe religious ſtate he 
thinks to be but little removed from heatheniſm. 
What colonies he here refers to, we can be at no 
loſs about, ſincè he excepts none but thoſe of Con- 
necticut and the Maffachuſetts-Bay. He allows for 
inſtance that the Society might have ſupported miſ- 
ſions in the colony of Rhode-lfland with propriety 
enough; and indeed they have done fo, and poſſi- 
bly might have done more than they have, if they had 
not met with too much oppoſition from a party ſpirit. 


For inſtance, The Society 1 repreſentation of the 


great 
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a miſſionary in the Narraganſet, parti · 


great neciſſity of 


cularly in South and NorthKingſton, at a time when 


there was no ſottled miniſter — any denomination; 
ſent thither Mr. Guy, Mr. Bridge, and afterwards 
Dr. Macſparran to officiate them. To give 
a check to theſe gentlemens ſueceſs, and leſt the in- 
habitants ſhould: receive; religion, as it is taught in 
the church of England; one Mr. Torrey was diſ- 
patched. thither, who had fo little — and ſo 
few adherents, that he could nat find ſiye perſons to 
give him a call (Which I think the platform requires) 
and yet is officiouſſy continued / there to this day, 
tho“ his congregation, as I am informed by thoſe 
who live in the woe — . ci of 
ſcarce! twenty people. 
Again, The Society open d A wit on at Provi- 
denee about the year 1722 or 1723, where at that 
time there was no. ſettled miniſter of the congre- 
gational perſuaſion. But for fear thoſe people ſhould 
receive the benefit of religion agreeable to the church 
of England, a congregational miniſter was ſoon ſent 
thither, and-avivib faid, even fore'd upon the people, 
who refuſed to pay any thing towards his ſupport. 
Once more at Charleſtowa in the 'Narraganſer, 
an attempt was made by ſeveral church families 
in that town, to eſtabliſh a miſſion fot the benefit 
of themſelves, and the tribe of Indians in that neigh- 
bourhood (at that time about 400) to which attempt 
the Indians were fo well diſpoſed, by the. lahours of. 
Dr. Macſparran a neighbouring miſſionary, that the 


Sachem gave a piece of ground to erect à church 


upon, and a conſiderable quantity-of land beſides, as 
a glebe for a miſſionary. Accordingly a a chnrch 
was ſet up, and the laudable defign in a promiſing 
way, when one Mr. Farks was ſent thirher, to give 
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à check to the attempt, who by drawing ff a par 

and kindling à ſpirit-of enthuflaſm among boch r. 
gliſh & Indians in chat town, totally di ſappointed and 
fruſtrated the above deſiga.“ Let the Dr: now reffeſt 
whoſe fault it is, chat this colony has been nd better 
provided with miſſionaries, and lay his hand upon his 


mouth, when it appears how indefatigable ſome peo 
ple have ſhewn themfelves to fruſtate the-Sotiety's 


attempts, even in thoſe places where he allows they 
might laudably have employ d their charity. Let it 
farther be obſerved in anſwer to the Dr's principal 


Ob jection, viz. that the Society do not allow. a 
due proportion of their charity to the outhetn 
* heathemſh governments, nor tothe Indian milſioris;” 


As to the former, ſeveral of thoſe governments, hed- 
then as they are, to their great honor be it ſpoken, 
have made a handſome proviſion among themſelves 
for the public worſhip'of God, and therefore do no 
longer feed the Society's help. And as to the lat- 
ter, it is certainly a very — judge what ob- 


ſtructions and diſcouragements they have met with 
In their attempts to convert the Indians; he there- 


fore ſpeaks at random, and with great want of cha- 
rity when he ſays they have neglected that part of 
their inſtitution in order to propagate: the church 1 m 
N. England. 

The Dr's fifth ſeellon contains his account. of the 
Rate of religion in N. England, before and firice the 
the incorporation of the Society. But this account 
in many things, can by no means be approved. 

It is not the author's intention to call in queſtion 


the religious —_— of the firſt adventure s to N. 


England, 


* This liſt inight have been preatly elect bat it is in invidioas Tib- 


ect, which the author by no Nel delights in; nor would have 
mentioned at all. if the Dr, had not cry'd out ſo much about ᷓ party 


ſpirit, and faulted the Socieiy for geglectiag this OY 


-- — ——— — — — — — 
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England, he doubts not in the leaſt but that they 
were ſerious well meaning — altho ow: 
ing under ſome miſtakes. —— yet many of 
chem perſans af great wiſdom. and underſtanding as 4 
well as piety. Nor will ic be diſputed that they made 

early proviſion for the public worſhip. of God”: XKR | 
But how far their coming hither was occaſioned 
their ſufferings and perſecutions. at home, 28 | 
what their ſontiments were as to raligioys matters 
may deſerve farther i inquiry. 

In the mean time it may dot be improper 4 to: take 
fome notice of the great yeneration the Dr. 22 
ſes for the memory of . theſe: our pious fore- athers, 
who firſt came into this country, for the fake of en- | 
joying (as he ſays) purity af faith and worthip. | 
Could the Dr, have mentioned theſe gagd: bes 
witheut bluſhing, if he had reflected how widely 
he has departed from the faith which theſe good men. 
profeſſed, and that as to the maſt eſſential doctrines 
of chriſtianity ? Or mult we take his appeals and 
harrangues — this kind 0 be mere grimace, or ra- 
ther a deſign calculated ad captum vulgi, to riſe a 
ferment in the minds of che ae who cannot 
help 2 and that vary juſtly, a value for the 
memory of their progepitors? Whatever their noti- . 
ons of liberty, or purity of religion ataounted to, ſl 
they certainly had no great opinion of ibe {carved 
Sacinus ; they entertained thoſe ortbodex Opinions, 
at leaſt concerning the divinity of the 8on of God, 4 
which the De. hap-reated ini fo-beb by: well as lu- 
rn in der * i | 


e e . 69 


ermons, | 'f et 
95 E N ale ar his 20 er. on chriſian x 
e x ne b ihe early 
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he muſt either have enlarged: his creed, or felt abs 
eſſects of their honeſt reſentment. But tho' herhas 
no right to take ſhelter under the merit of,thols 
3 men who are ſuppoſed to have firſt come hithgh 
or the ſake of enjoying a pure religion according 
to their conſciences, ſince he is departed from. chat 
purity of taith, whatever it was, which they prod 
feſſed, as far as darkneſs is from light. Yet becauſe * 
this ſtale pretence concerning the deſign of the fit 
adventurers. as to religious matters is artfully and ine 
duſtriouſly 1 among the common people 
who have not ſufficient opportunities of examining 
this matter, it will be neceſſary to give it a more 
particular conſideration. 

Dr. Douglaſs acquaints us that Robert — 
* hot-headed young enthuſiaſtical clergyman, began 
anno 1580, to preach againſt the ceremonies and 
« diſcipline of the church of England; he was per- 
ſecuted or baited and teazed by he biſhop s courts, 
he with ſome diſciples left Eoglind, — formed 
*. a church at Middleborough of Zealand in the 
* Dutch low countries; after ſome time this effer- 
veſcence or ebulition of youth ſubſided, he re- 
© turned to England, recanted, and had a church of 
England cure beſtowed upon him, and died in. 
& that communion, anno 1630, ') 

« A congregation. of theſe Brownifts was fk 
jn Yarmouth 1602, being harraſsd by the eſta- 
© bliſhed church of England, with their paſtor they 
*. tranſported antes to Leyden in Holland; 
here they. became more moderate under tlie di 
* rection of their paſtor Mr. Robinſon ; and from 
* Browniſts changed their denomination to that of 
* Independents : "Being of unſteady temper, they 


reſolyed to remove rom amongſt ſtrangers after 
| 6 
44 4% nes ten 
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ten years reſidence, to ſome remote country in 
ſome wilderneſs, where without moleſtation they 
might worſhipGod in their own devotional way.” T 
Dr. Douglaſs adds, that “ obtained an inſtru- 
* ment from K. James I. for the free exerciſe. of 
their religion in any part of America”; but in 
this article he is contradicted by Mr. Prince in his. 
chronology ; who ſays the utmoſt they could obtain 
was * that the King would connive at theq, and 
not moleſt them, provided they carry peaceably : 
but to tolerate them by his public authority, un- 
* der his ſeal would not be granted. T 
Thus the firſt effectual 2 in N. England 
was clearly made upon a religious account: But as 
to the firſt ſettlers of the colony of the Maſſachuſetts. 
Bay, underſtood as poſterior to, and diſtinct from 
that of Plymouth, they plainly afted as other men 
' uſually do upon like occaſions, from hopes of in- 
creaſing their eſtates, and providing an ample inhe- 
' ritance. for their childrgn. Having for theſe pur- 
poſes negotiated a ſettlement for ſome time, by a 
Governor and Company reſiding in England, they at 
length thought it moſt for the intereſt of the pro- 
priety, that the feat of government ſhould be re- 
moved to the country they were ſettling. Accord- 
ingly Mr. Winthrop was choſen Governor, and he 
with his aſſociates embark d on board ſundry ſhips, 
of which the Arabella was admiral, with a deſign to 
proceed to America. QT COTTON 
As it was now pretty generally known, that the 
Plymouth adventurers had ſet up a way of worſhip 
different from the public eſtabliſhment of the nation, 
it began to be ſuſpected and reported, that this new 
e TIEN 1 company 


n + Som. Hiſt Polit, Vol. I. p 369. 


#Friace's Chrogolo p 5 7. 
See alſo P. 33, 60 | 
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company had a purpoſe. of the ſame. nature, as ſaon 
as-they-ſhould arrive. in America. This came to the 
cars of Governor Winthrop and his aſſociates, while 
they lay wind · bound at Yarmouth, and it gave them 
great uneaſineſs, as well it might, to lie under the 
odium of this flander, and occaſioned their writing 


the following letter for their own — be- 
fore they put to ſea, via. 


Entrall of a letter directed to the B i Hops Je C bn * 
and peo ale of . the Church of England, from on | 
baust 720 Arabella, April. 75 1 „ a 


For obtaining. their, prayers, and the removal, of . 
eien, _ miſconſtruction of their intentions.“ 


E bejaech you. therefore. brethren by the 
. mercies. of the Lord Jeſus, to conſiuer 
15 us a your. brethren, flanding in very great need 
* of your. help, and earneſtly imploring it, Aud hows. 
ever your- charity may have met with ſome occaſron- 
* of diſcouragement through the miſreport of our in- 
tions, or through: the diſaſtection, or indiſeretion of 
9 (for. we are not 
*. M thoſe that dream. of. perfection in this world) yet 
due defire you would be pleaſed to take notice of the, 
_ # principals, and body of our company, as theſe who: 

* eſteem it our honour- to. call thecharch of England, ' 
** from-whence we riſe, our. dear mother ; and we. 
cannot part from our native countrycwhire ſhe Jpe- 
* cially ręſideth without much ſadueſi of. heart» and 

many tears in our eyes ; ever acknowledging, that 
M 4 hope and part as we have obtained in the com- 
non ſalvation, we have. received in her boſom, and» - 
* ſucked from her breaſts. We leave her not theres. 
*\ fore as loathing that milk, wherewith we were 
Bu £ 5 1 


1 Prince's Chron. p. 205, n 
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«. nouriſhed there," but being Go far the Darehtage” 
umi education, as nir of rh m body, Nhat, 
*« always rejoicr in her good; an unjergnedly grieve: 
«| —  forrow — ever betedle Kevin mts” 
* we have breath. ucureiy defire andenteavour the eas 
% tnunct; und abundente of her welfare, with\the\ 


« chlakgament © of ber; bound, iu tbe king dem, G; 


Cum eur. He pleuſcd therefare rev fathers, 
„% n, brethren 1» e Forward his work now an 
„Banda cc. n* Signed Ow lt M ei 
Joni Wixtnxon, Gon Deb M Avg 
+) THoMasS DUDLEY, Dain BORN 
vt Pork RICHARD DL a 31 0. 
» Isa ANG JOHNSON! WE: 5, aan 
Rev. GEORGE: ara nde N eier 


„ Cooetderes, "My rs, „ Wien 
—— FINE © 131144 


Previews to an Ge of the foregoing let 
ter it may 'be 7 ried ke © obſerve, that” Mr: Pied in 
his Aye. gives teſtimony that theſe pious r- 
ple were 5 2 members of the e of England. 
Y * For the informaribg +4 . N the preſent 12 
as well 8 poſterity, they 110 1 Hors. of 

« pech Vere of a denomination ſomewhat Ae | 
* rent Im thoſe carly times from them of Plymouth 

= hey were till now,” (that is, after their aral 
n N. Ebel) _ profeſſed members of the chuten 


of En: land.” * 


From the foreg 0 letter 1 eeltinions it is Ni- 

dent, that whatever the cafe was at other places; ahd' 

with regard to othet xdventurers, the firft ſettlets of 

= 1 at leaſt; thoſe pious 9 0 
fe * the fair cities, villag ges, and deft e 

on 7 of Britain, for the then Inhoſpitabls 1 | 

60 A 
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© and deſarts of America” did not do it from any 
diſguſt they had taken at the eſtabliſhed religion of 
their country; but from quite other motives . 
They poſitively declare their veneration for the eſtab- 
Tiſhed church, that they efeem it their honour to call 
her their dear mother, that they cannot part from the 
place of her ſpecial refidence without much ſadneſs of 
heart, and many tears in their eyes, they — 
that the hope they have obtained in the common 
tion, they received in her boſom, and fuck'd from hes | 
breaſts. They declare they do not loath the milk with 
' which they have been thus nouriſhed, but bleſs Ged 
for this their parentage and education, that their in- 
| tentions have been miſre ported; that while they have 
breath, they will $1NCERELY endeavour the conti- 
nuance and abundance of ber welfare, with THE 
ENLARGEMENT or HER BOUNDS, in the way dom 
of Cbrift Jeſus. * 
After ſuch an explicit declaration 2s this, written 
nad ſigned with their own hands, how can the Dr. 
pretend that theſe men were aggricved at home, that 
they © came hither chiefly on account of their ſuf- 
6 fing, for non- conformity, that © they fled hi- 
4 hither as to an aſſylum from epiſcopal perſecuti- 
« on” *? Is the foregoing the language of the per- 
ſecuted, of men ſuffering for conſcience ſake? In an 
honeſt and ſerious view, what foundation had he 
for calling upon people to reflect on what their 
* fore-farhers ſuffered from the mitred lordly ſuc- 
e ceſſors of the fiſhermen of Galilee” ? What! truth 
in faying that this © occaſioned their flight into this 
* weſtern world.? Did our pious fore- fathers 
e throw themſelyes into the arms of Savages and 
* Barbarians, to be dclivered from the ay ar 
| 4 an 
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; and oppreſſions of theſe lordly men, countenancd 
f by ſcepter d tyrants And would they at the 
p fame time carneſtly aſk the aſſiſtance and prayers of 
; ' theſe lordly oppreſſots, and openly acknowledge the 
7 ſpiritual benefits they had received from them ? Read 
my dear countrymen, read the words of our pious 
fore fathers, in the above letter, and compare them, 
with this author's licentious harangue, and pretended 
vindication of them, and ſee with your own eyes 
whether the ſpirit of the one and the other have the 
leaſt ſimilitude. In ſhort either theſe pious good 
men, were honeſtly attach d to the church of Eng- 
land, and ſerious members of her communion, or 
they were not; the Dr. affirms they were diſſen- 
ters, they themſelves declare, that they were faithful 
ſons and children of the church, educated in her bo- 
ſom, nouri/hid at her breaſts, bleſſing God for this 
their education, promifing to ſeeł her welfare, with 
the enlargement of. ber bounds : From hence then 
one of theſe two things muſt unavcidably follow ; 
either that they were dreadful prevaricators withGod 
and man, or elſe that they are ſadly abuſed and ſlan- 
dered, when contrary to their own expreſs declara- 
tion they are ſaid to have been diſſenters, driven hi- 
ther by the oppreſlions and perſecution of the church 
of England. If the former was the caſe, let us no 
more boaſt of them as pious good men ; If the lat- 
ter, let the Dr. conſider, what recompence he can 
make to the memory of theſe men, for abuſing them 
with the opprobious charge of ſectariſm and hypo- 
crily. WA 75 , e eee 
And this ſeems to be a proper place to take no- 
| tice of a reflection which the Dr. very liberally be- 
ſtows upon the eſtabliſhed church of wn 


* Obs. p. 155. 
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he calls a cruel | perſecuting church * and ſays 
the firſt ſettlers of the country were perſteuicd 
out of England by the eſtabliſhed church. And 
again, is it not enongh” (fays he) that they! 
+ perſecuted us out of the old world? will they pur! 
* ſue us into the new? r And a few lines after he 
ſpeaks of the danger of being conſumed ty the 
| flames, or deluged in a flood of epiſcopacy”. Ar 
ſtranger would perhaps be led by this manner of 
expreſſion to conceive, that not only fire and fuggot 
were plentif. ly employed in England for extirpatiug 
diſſenters, but alſo that the Dutch method of knuting 
vas uſed towards them for the fame purpoſes. Theſe 
that have been mentioned are but a few, out of ma- 
ny, very many bitter terms he has thought proper 
to beſtow upon a proteſtant church, univerſally ve- 
nerated abroad, and generally eſteemed the bulwark 
and glory of the reformation ; a church remarkable: 
; for its tenderneſs, and kind reception of foreign pro- 
teſtants, when theſe have been obliged to fly from 
their native countries on account of real perſecution, 

I am ſorry the Dr. has made it neceſſary to enters 
upon a ſubject fo invidious as this, and which lies 
ſo open to abundant recrimination. The author is 
unwilling to renew the memory of thoſe ſeverities, 
that were too commonly practiced by all parties in: 
the laſt century, and which ſeem rather owing to 
I" the temper of the age, and the miſtaken maxims of 
N policy then prevailing, than to have been the con- 
= ſequence of religious principles. The church of 

| England, conſidered as boch has nothing in its con- 

ſtitution, that either neceſſitates or warrants a per- 

ſecuting temper; and if any improper ſevetitics have 

at any tim̃e been uſed by the government, in ſup-- 
| porting 
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ponting the oſtabliſhed: religion of the nation ; they 
certainly: were as foreign to the principles of that 
church, as they are to chriſtianity in general. Will 
this gentleman allow that the perſecutions and op- 
ions exerciſed by the Preſbyterians, Indepen- 
dents, on by what name ſoever he chuſes to have them 
diſhnguiſhed, at a time when they had the govern- 
mont in their hands, were the natural and proper 
effect of the religious principles of thoſe denomina- 
tions:? And yet a great number of the moſt cele- 
brated preachers. of thoſe times, warmly. inveighed 
_ againſd allowing even a toleration® to ſuch as pro- 
feſſed the church of England, expoſtulating with the 
civit government upon that account, repreſenting 
ſuch. an indulgence as a great ſin, a. betraying the 
cauſe of Chriſt, and frequently uſing, or rather per- 
verting that expreſſion in the Goſpel, compel them 
ta came in. Nay: did not the violation ob liberty 
and the rights of conſcience riſe to that height, as 
to prohibit by an ordinance. under the penalty of 
ſive pounds . ſterling, the uſe of the common prayer, 
even im the moſt private manner, in a perſon's own 
houſe? For a ſecond offence ten pounds, far the 
third one years impriſonment. * Should the feveritles 
And it is forther hereby orddined by the ſaid Lords and Commons. 
that if any perſon or perſons whatſoever ſhaſl at any time er times 
hereafter uſe, or cauſe the aforeſaid Book of Common Prayer to be 
-uſed, in any Church, or Chappet, er publique Place of worſtüp, 
or in any private place or family, vnhin the Kingdom of England, 
or Dominion of Wales, or Port & Town of Barwicke, thit then every 
ſuch perſon ſo offending therein, ſtull for the firſt offence forſtit and 
+ pay the ſumme of five pounds of lawfol Engliſh money for the' ſeoc d 
- offence the ſumme of ten pounds; and for the third offener Nall ſuffer 
one whole year's impriſonment withont-baiſt or mainprixe- Vid. Oid. 
of Lords and Commons 23d Auguſt 1675 printed at the end of the 
Directory. The not uſing or depraving the ſaid Directory is by the 
ſe Ordinance made penal. And it is forther hereby or ained that 
« every miaiſtor which ſheH not honec forth purſue and obſerre 2 


(5: )) 
excrciſed towards the Quakers in the Maſlachuſetts+ 
Bay, (whom by the way the Dr. by an awkward 
peice of flattery endeavours. to complement; with 
his good opinion) when by fines, impriſonmeſit 
and death of ſome, ꝗ the reſt were obliged to take 
refuge in a ncighbouring government; ſhould theſe. 
ſeverities be attributed, not to particular indiſcrete 
men, but charged as a conſequence of congregatio- 
nal principles, would this be thought a fair or ge- 
nerous concluſion? yet theſe and a thouſand in- 
ſtances beſides, the effects of an indiſcrete and wrong 

the cies o . 


rectory for publique worſhip, according to the true intent and meaning 
thereof, in all exerciſes of the publique worſhip of God within this 
Realme of England, &c. ſhall 2 every time that he ſhall ſo offead, 
loſe and forfeit the ſumme of fourty ſhillings of lawful Engliſh money. 
Ard that what perſon ſoever ſhall with iatent to bring the ſaid Di- 
rectory into contempt and neglect, or to raiſe oppolition agaioſt it, 
| preach, write, print, or cauſe to be written or printed any thing in 
the derogation or depraving of the ſaid Book, or any thing therein 
conte yned, or any part thereof, ſhall loſe and forfeit for every ſuch 
offence, ſuch a fumme of money, as ſhall at the time of his conviction, 
© be thought fir to be impoſed upon him, by thoſe before whom he 
ſhall baye his trial, provided that it be not leſs than fire pounds, 
nor exceediog* the ſumme of fifty pounds. 
+ Obſ. p. 350. 1 | | 
t Anno 1656. By a law of the province of Maſſachuſetts-Bay it was 
enacted; None of that cuiſed ſe of hereticks lately riſen up in the 
world, which are commonly called Quakers, are to be imported : 
Penalty upon the maſter {. 100 per peice, and go/: per hour for any 
other perſon harbouring vr entertaining them. 1658 a Quaker con- 
victed ſhall be baniſhed upon pain of death. Sum. Hiſt. Polit Vol. I. 
p. 436. Again in p. 448 Some laws were made againſt the im- 
. Portatian, of Quakers and their proceedings they were ſobjected to 
fines, impriſonments, whipping. cropping of cars (1658 three Quakers 
had their ears cropt) and baviſhment, and by act of aſſembly upon 
. their return from baviſhment 1659 and 1660, three or four Quakers 
ſuffered death. This in courſe occaſioned a national clamour, and 
the pains of death were exchanged-into theſe of being whipt, only 
through three towns at the carts tail: But upon furrher complaiots 
home King Charles II in Council, by order, Sept. 9 h 1661, requir- 
ed the accuſed to be ſent home for trial, and all penal laws relating. 
to Quakers to be ſuſpended, + | | 
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( 49 ) 
pointed zeal, might be mentioned by way of reeri- 
mination. Will the Dr. allow that if any of the 
denominations, Preſbyterian, Independent, or Con- 
gregational, had now the power of grommet in 
their hands, they would put on the fame oppreſſive 
temper ?—ſurely he will not.—Nor does he find 
the chureh of England at this day practiſing any of 
thoſe ſeverities wherewith he labours to affright and 
prejudice people againſt. her. - No eſtabliſhment in 
the chriſtian world, is more gentle; orallows d 
liberties to thoſe who diſſent from it, than the 
church of England. Even the Dutch, who are 
thought to afford as great liberty to conſcience as 
any chriſtian ſtate, are never known to admit any 
fons into civil offices, who do not conform to 
the legal worſhip, which, altho' it be a reaſonable 
caution, is yet more than the Engliſh ' governmenit 
are nes in exafting. + 1 9d 4,16 RD 
' WHaTEveR may be the temper of particular 
men, it is pretty certain that at this time of day, all 
rw diſclaim thoſe ſeverities which have formerly 
een too much indulged ; the people of Nw Tag 
land in particular, have ſpecial reaſon to be careful 
| how they countenance thoſe who would promote 
ſuch a diſpoſition (to which ſome may think the 
Dr's manner of writing upon this occaſion has no 
ſmall tendency) leſt the ſame effect ſhould reſult 
from it, which has once been the conſequence of 
ſuch a conduct in the province of the Maſſachuſetts 
Bay ; perſecution of their fellow chriſtians having 
been one principal article which occaſioned the va- 
cating theii former charter. It was obſerved, chat 
this Gentleman's writings have a tendency to ſtir 
up milaffetion and a party ſpirit (which are the 
Sn ek G natural 
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n fore-runners of perſecution, where there is 
pbwer to execute it) this was not ſpoken at random, 
as will. appear from the following paſſages 
When we conſider what might probably be the 
« ſad conſequence, if this growing party (the church 
of England) © ſhould once get the upper hand here, 
* and a major vote in our houſes of aſſembly: (in 
<« which caſe the church of England might become 
« the eſtabliſned religion here; teſts be ordained as in 
| 0 England, to exclude all but conformiſts from poſts 
ny of, — and emolument; and all of us be taxed 
= « for the ſupport of biſhops and their underlings)"# 
- Now not to mention that the Church of England 
is already eſtabliſhed here, and teſts already ordained 
and;in many caſes required, as they are in England; 
withoyt any of thoſe frightful conſequences with 
which he labors to terrify the vulgar ; let it only be 
"obſerved that the plain import of this whole paſſage 
is to perſuade people to unite in excluding thoſe of 
the Church of ] England, not only from all poſts of 
Honour and emolument, but even from the common 
rights and privileges of natural born ſubjects; a 
ſcheme {o notoriouſſy factious and unjuſt, fo evi- 
dently tending to divide and alienate the minds of 
his Majeſty's good ſubjects from each other, that all 
wiſe and-good,men muſt look upon it with eee | 
tion and contempt. - 
Dr.. Douglaſs tells us in his Summary, that 9 by 
an ancient law of the Maſſachuſetts province, none 
_©« were allowed to be freemen but thoſe who were 
| church members, that is (ys he) of the indepen- 
dent or congregational religious mode; and that 
* only freemen were capable of voting in civil aſ- 
0 - Jemblies., Upon which he remarks. „This was 
| | © to0 


] Obſerv. p. 155, 156. 
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CI 
too narrow and confin'd, perhaps more ſevere than 
« ever was practiſed by the Church of England imits 
© moſt bigotted and faulty periods. To be fureia 
— upon Engliſhcliberty was never 
attempted; ſuch a law might well therefore be re- 
pealed, as it ſoon was upon the King's letter in 1662. 
And yet this is the very thing which the Dr. in the 
foregoing paſſages ſeems de ſirous of eſtabliſning not 
by a law indeed, the legiſlature are too wiſe and juſt 
to hearken to inſinuations ſo fatal to liberty, but Hy 
raiſing ſuch a violent ſpirit of oppoſition in the peo» 
ple as may anſwer the ſame end. Let any man read 
the virulent paſſage now under conſideration from 
page 155 to 157, and having weighed the temper aud 
ſpirit of it, let him turn to page 175, and obſerve 
the ſame man declaring; that he is far from det 
ſiring to inflame the paſſions: of any one ſe&:or 
party againſt another: and when he has done 
this let him wonder. It is not expected he ſhould 
reconcile them, the author would not put the Pr. 
himſelf upon ſo impoſlible a taſk as this. gr] 
SHOULD the Church of England prevail in New 
England he is afraid we ſhould © all be taxed for-the 
** ſupport of Biſhops and their ' underlings,” This 
was certainly too weak an inſinuation for one ho 
writes himſelf D. D. and rather diſcovers the writer's 
paſſion than his judgment. Even the loweſt of the 
people, are too much of ↄphylaſophens and diuines, co 
be taken in at this time of day, by ſueh mean artiſice 
as this; but it was deſigned to beget- prejudice in 
the minds of the people againſt epiſcopacy at Which 
he takes all occaſions to expreſs his diſlike; and in- 
deed his beſt friends muſt wiſh:that he had done no 
8112 b nog MU ente 2% on Rey 
I Som. kit." p61. p. 432. f Tho' the Dr, fiys no ads of untfor- 
mity ever took place here, ſo far as he has learnt, p. 94 of Obſerv. 
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more; but when he ſuffers himſelf to treat that whole 
venerable order, with an indecency of xxpreſſion, 
which would be quite unbecoming if it were offer- 
ed to the loweſt of mankind, let the impartial reader 
judge from what temper it muſt proceed. * 
TE Dr. could not be ignorant that epiſcopal go- 
vernment generally obtained thro' all ages of the 
chriſtian church; that it takes place at this day in al- 
moſt all the chriſtian world; that the proteſtant 
churches abroad, who are not ſo happy as to live un- 
der this form of church government, do yet expreſs 
the higheſt reverence and eſteem of it; it. would 
therefore doubtleſs have been more becoming to 
have expreſs'd his diſlike in terms of greater nods 
than he has uſually done in this and many other of 
his writings, of an order ſo generally held'in vene- 
ration. Even the admired Calvin and Beza have 
highly applauded the epiſcopal hierarchy of England, 
as appears by their letter to Queen Elizabeth, the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and others. They pray 
heartily toGod for the continuance and preſervation 
of it, bewail their own unhappineſs in the want of 
it, and mention it as their unavoidable misfortune 
to be without it. As to Calvin, altho' he juſtly ob- 
| Feds to that univerſal ſupremacy claimed by the ſee 

of Rome, as uſurping the prerogative of Chriſt, he 
would — believe that 2 man _ _— the 
"epiſcopal hierarchy ; but (ſays he, ſpeaking of the 
Romiſh church) <f rk. would thaw 0 art an 
* hierarchy, in which the Biſhops might ſo preſide, 


* as not to refuſe ſubjection to Chriſt, but depend 
upon him as their only head, and refer themſelves 
* to him, then truly I will confeſs that they de- 
A ſerve to be anathematized, if any ſuch men ſhall 
© be, who refuſe to reverence it, and ſubmit - — 4 
64 
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« with the utmoſt obedience.” To the ſame pur- 
poſe alſo does Beza expreſs himſelf. *© But if any 
© there be (which truly you will ſcarce perſuade me 
to believe) who reject the whole order of Biſhops; 
God forbid that any man in his right mind ſhould 
aſſent to their madneſs.” } And 1 — do- 
clares that it was never his intention to oppole the 
hierarchy of the Church of England which ſingy- 
lar bleſſing of God he deſires ſhe may enjoy, and 
© wiſhes it may be perpetual.” If foreigners could 
ſpeak with ſo much reſpe& and reverence of this vener 
rable order; how great a want of decengy does it 
imply in a ſubject of this nation, who owes his liber- 
ty and every privilege he enjoys to the indulgence 
of that very conſtitution which appoints them, how 
indecent is it, I ſay, to ſpeak of them in ſuch oppro- 
bious terms as he has done in theſe obſervations, and 
in many other of his writings, of which the reader 
will hereafter find a ſpecimen ? _ 5 
Nox is it the venerable order of Biſhops only, 
which this writer has treated with ſuch — 
freedom. Every part of the eſtabliſhed e i 
conſtitution ſeems to provoke his diſpleaſure; but 
nothing raiſes his auger more, than that the Society 
ſhould encourage the uſe of the liturgy in New Eng- 
land; his contemptuous ridicule of which, makes the 
greateſt part of his 14th ſection. Tuts. 
I Talem ſi nobis hierarchiam exhibeant, in qui fic ergineant opiſ- 
copi, ut Chriſto ſubeſſe non recuſent, et ab illo ta unico 
capite pendeant, et ad ipſum referxaur, ym verd ny non ana- 


tthemate diguos fatear, & qui erunt qui nom cam , form- 
mique obedientia obſervent. Calvin de neceſſitate eccleſ. reform. 


© 2 $Si.qui ſunt =—_— —_—_—_—_— ——— —— — * 12 
nem epiſcoporum ordinem rejiciant, abſit ut quiſquam 2 
mentis furoribus illorum aſſentiatur. Reza ad Tractat. de u ult. 


ev. Grad. ab Hadrian. Sarav. Belga editam. c.. 4. 
J Fruatur ſand iſta ſingulari Dei beneficentis, quz utinam fit 
perpetua, ibid c. 18. 1 2920 * 
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Frs; ſo far as it is an argument has been urged 
by him, oftentimes before, and implies that he thinks 
the Society, have no right by their charter to ſup- 
port a public religion in New-England, eſpecially to 
the neglect of the Indians and the ſouthern heatheni/h 


governments; for if they have a right to ſupport re- 


ligion in New-England at all, he allows it is natural 
to expect they ſhould do it in their own way, and 
according to their own- ſentiments. f To this it has 
already been replied, that New-England containing 
4 great many negro ſlaves that are ſtill heathen, a 
great many freethinkers and other miſbelievers, be- 
ſides a great number of people from Europe educated 
in, and ſeriouſly attach'd to the Church of England, 
is directly in the moſt literal ſenſe, one object of the 
Society's charity agreeable to their charter. And 
that they have alſo given their attention to the bor- 
dering heathen, and to thoſe other governments 
which he eſteems little better than heathen, in ſuch 


proportion as they (whom he allows to be proper 


judges in this caſe) have found - encouragement to 
hope for ſucceſs. egi 


As to cke liturgy conſidered in another light, and 
as the object of his particular averſion, without en- 
tring into any direct vindication of it; it may be no 
improper rebuke to his licentious freedom upon 
this: ſubject, to remark; that the whole chriſtian 
church from the beginning has made uſe of liturgies 
in the public worſhip. of God, as appears from the 
ſeveral forms of this kind which are ſtill extant: 
And the foreign reformed churches at this day, have 
not only each of them a public liturgy, but have 
given ample teſtimony to the excellency of that in 
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uſe in the church of Eng 


land; which conſidera- 


tions ought at leaſt to have check d his unſeaſonable 


ridicule, and have 


him to mention with an 


— 
air of greater ſeriouſneſs, | a ſubject which tlie 


17 


chriſtian world have agreed to venerate. 
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t In ban 1661 Dr. Durell _oblithed a amen is ape 


2 liturgy, ſome copies of which he ſent to ſeveral the molt 
eminent miniſters of the reformed churches in F rance. bo From 


'"whoin he received the following anſwers. 


prbm Monſieur de I Angle, mini- 
ſter at Roben. 
Roũen, ce 5. Decern, 4 | 
| Monſieur et tres honqè ſrere, 
je ne Hai fi je vous Ai [remereie 
de voſtre excellent ſermon--c'eſt un 
excellent preſent que vous m'aves 
it, vous le deves faire imprimer 
en tueſme volume que voſtre Li · 
thurgie Frangoiſe afin qu'il lui 
ſerve d' Ange Tutelaire, et qu'i 
I'accompagne, 
From Monſieur Bochart, mini- 
ſter of Caen. | 
De Caen, ce Decemb. 1661. 
Monſieur & tres honors frere, oh 
Je vous ſuis tres obligs des ex- | 


PTY 
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From Mr. de PAngle; mimiſter 
at Rouen. 
Rouen, December 7 ada | 
sir my moſt honoured broth 
1 know not whether” 1” hava 
thanked you for your i 
is an excellent preſent vou have 
made me; you ought to have it 
printed with your. Liturgy in 
French of the ſame volume, to ba 
AS its Angel Guardian; and to 
15 accompany the ſame forever. 
From Mr. Bochart, miniſter & 
Caen p , 
SOQhuaen, nt Ming 
Sir, my moſt honoured 'broth 
am very much obliged to you 


* a ' . 


** 


emplaires de voſtre ſermon 
Voſtre texte eſt tres. bien choiſi, 


bien expliquè, bien applique. 


From Monſieur Gaches, rainiſter 
Wt © 2 of Paris, 
. Paris, ce 8. Decemb. 1662, 
—Je paſſe a voltre ſermon, qu'on 

m'apporta il y a trois jours, et 
que je leu d'abord- avidement. 
Si tvous avies beſoin d approbation | wa Ni 
apres celle du  Chappelain de 
votre Eveſque, j'y * tres 


volontieres la mignng. "0 


for the copies, of your ſermon 
your text is very well choſeg, very 


well expounded, very well applied, 


'From Mr. Caches, winter of 

Paris. h ©? 
Paris, December 8. 1661. 
ES paſs to your ſermon, which 
was brought to me three days 


ai "y 


gp, and which | — — 


th great greedineſs, If you 
ſtood in need For. an oo, ar 
| after that of your Biſhop's" 

lain, 1 would moſt wilngy! yada 


ad 


were fo ved by letters of the ſame purport 
* 8 hoes and ſon, both miniſters of Paris, 


fieur Tricot, Monſieur Roſel, 


e of the reformed church . 


re 


mine to the ſame. - 


"Ct 2 77 * 


from 'Mcifienrs 
from Mon- 
and Monſieuf du Vidal, al thres 
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SE 
Tx author has now gone thro' every thing in 
| the Dr's book which he looks upon to be material, 


I. e. which relates to the profeſſed deſign, or prin- 
ipal argument of it: If any thing has inadvertently 


caped him, which the Dr. thinks to be of conſe- 
quence to his main argument, upon proper notice 


ol it, he will readily wait upon him again. There 
are indeed ſundry incidental reflections to be met 


with, but as they are foreign to the general argu- 


ment, and eſpecially as they have been honour'd 
with ſome proper remarks in a pamphlet lately pub- 


liſhed at Portſmouth in New-Hampſhire, the author 


does not at preſent think it worth his while to take 
notice of them. | 2954 


. 


_ To ſum up the argument on both ſides——The 


Dr's book is entitled © Obſervations on the charter 
« and conduct of the Society, &c. deſigned to ſhew 
& their nonconformity to each other.” In proſecut- 
Ing this deſign the Dr. has given us his, or rather 
Mr. Hobart's ſenſe of the charter; this ſenſe he has 
endeavoured to ſupport, by adducing the title and 


Teal, and ſundry ſermons of the Society in confima-' 


Lon of it. After which, comparing the conduct of 


the Society with the deſign of their inſtitution, as 


he has plann' d it, he finds them to be inconſiſtent, 
or to difagree with with each other. This is a ſhort 


(and it is ſuppoſed) a juſt repreſentation of the Dr's - 


management of the preſent argument, which if he 
had purſued in a modeſt manner, without ſcurrility 
or abuſe, no body would have blamed him? he 
would have been intitled to a modeſt and genteel 


reply. Whether he has obſerved this method, let 


the unprejudiced reader judge. 


Tux preſent reply is intended to ſhew that tbe 


conduct of the Society is not inconſiſtent with their 


* 


charter, nor yet with the title or ſeal, or the anni- | | 


verſary 


(65 
verſaty ſermons preached before them. To 
this the author has endeavoured to ſhew, Firſt, That 
the Society, have always Had ſuch means of infor- 
mation, both in reſpect to the true meaning of their 
charter, and alſo in regard to the ſtate of religion 
in the plantations, that it is morally certain 
could not have been "deceived in regard to the 
e | Adly, The members of which that Soc 
compoſed, are in general perſons of ſo reſpectab 
4 character, tHat it is utterly imptobable'they would 
act cotittaty to their Thſtitution with deſign; ard 
futtliet chat if they were inclined to do fo, it would 
hive" beet impoffible to have fuccecded/ fo mniquis 
pole, becauſe their charter obiges them 
E to fubmit their whole tranfzctiont; 10 the 
eamination of the Lord chancellot and chief Juſtices 


of . arid common pless, ue are 


putpoſely appointed by the Crownvts' ſee that the 
true intept aud meaning of the grant be compked 
with. 2dly; The author has extimined' the charter 
itſelf, ati compattd tlie ſame with' the actual cn 


duet of the Society, and finds that they haue pare | 


| fied the ſeveral ohjetts thertin revothujjended, aynes 

able to their title e e the general pugport 
of their atifivat fermöng- 0 ent 

In Stamihigg the chartet he thinks ir appears, thut 


the Dr's interpretitloff of it cannot be juſt; mas- 


| much as'it Rr, ern py oye ſo alſo 
his explanation of the ſeal and title ef the Sogkety 
militates with his Interpretation of the Alurteg and 
ſerves to prove his miſtakes as to both. H uo- 
tations frôtm che atiaiverfary ſermons of the Sheiety, 


as they relate to otie object only of ther in ſtüthnon, 


muſt be loo d upon as 4 partial repreſeatation How- 
ever they dv not at all interfere with n 
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yet in this perhaps he is miſtaken, ſince the pro- 
vidence of God has more ways than one of ſup- 
porting his awn cauſe ; ſo that if the Society mould 
think fit to withdraw their aſſiſtance (which they 
will hardly do the ſooner for ſuch obſervations as 
his) it is not doubted but that God would raife up 
other helps, or ſome way direct to ſufficient means 
for the preſervation of his church. It was the ad- 
vice of a wiſer man than perhaps either of us, to 
the jewiſh council, when they were conſulting how 
they ſhould put a ſtop to the preaching of the 
apoſtles, and the early propagation of the goſpel ; 
Refrain from theſe men, and let them alone: for 
« if this council, or this work be of men, it will 
*..come to nought : but if it be of God, ye. can- 
* not overthrow it; leſt haply ye be found even to 
* fight againſt God.“ d 
If the Society, cither through miſrepreſentation, 
or by any other means, have been led into any 
miſtake in the management of any part of their 
truſt, no man will think that the Dr's indecent and 
| abuſive 


* « 
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abuſive treatment of them is the way to incline 
them to amend it. Had it not been better to have 
improved upon the hint which he has quoted from 
biſhop Burnct, and by this means have excited their 
emulation? or as the biſhop expreſſes it“ have pro- 
voked them to jealouſly ?: Mr. Hobart referring to 
the ſame paſſage mentions ſome great things that 
have been done in regard to the converſion of the 
Indians by the Society in Scotland for propagating 
chriſtian knowledge, (it is ſuppoſed by the care als 
management of their commiſſioners at Boſton) with 
a ſmall. expence. * Suppoſing the truth of this, 
(which the author has no inclination to call in 
queſtion) every good chriſtian will ſincerely rejoice - 
at it, and pray God that they may ſtill meet with 
more abundant ſucceſs. But then would it not have 
been infinitely more ' uſeful, and have diſcovered 
more of a chriſtian ſpirit, if the Dr. inſtead of abu- 
ſing the Society for the propagation of the goſpel, 
had employed himſelf in giving a particular account 
of that other Society which has been thus remarka- 
bly ſucceſsful, e. g. What has been their certain fund, 
what thcir caſual benefactions, from hom they receive 
their money, and how it is expended, what miſſionaries 
they . employ, at what places they are fixt, and what 
are their reſpective ſalaries, and laſtly, what accoumts 
have been received from them as to the fruit of 
their labours : Had he done this, in ſome ſuch plain 
open and honeſt method as the Society for propa- 

ating the goſpel have done, it might poſſibly not only 
[2m provoked them to emulation, but have opened 
to them ſome new or more effectual methods for 
rendring their pious deſigns ſucceſsful. Certalmir is, 
that no Society, whether incorporated or merel⸗ 
f N Vvoluntaty, 


Mr. Hobart's iſt Addreſs p. 129. 
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voluntary, whoſe ſingle aim and intention it is to 

* promote the glory of God, iin enlarging the king - 

; dom of the Redeemer, have any reaſon to be aſham- 

ed of publiſhing their tranſactions to the. world: 

On the contrary it ſeems to be a duty to do fo, 

not only to prevent . ſuſpicion of ill and im kt x 
a 


deſigns, but alſo that their light ſhining out with 
clear unſullied brightneſs before men, others may bg 
induced either to join with them and ſtrengthen 
their hands, or be led to ſet on foot ſome other 
ious and charitable work of a ſimilar kind to the 
further adyancement of God's glory. 
As to Indian converſions the author's opinion is, 
that the Rev. and worthy Mr. Wheelock's judicious 
ſcheme of educating ſuch of the younger Natives, 
as may be obtained, among the Engliſh at a diſtance 
from their own homes, and then ſending them back 
to their friends and countrymen, whether as miſſi- 
onaries or otherwiſe; if it may be done in any 
conſiderable numbers, would have the beſt influence 
in civilizing the ſavage temper of thoſe people, and 
eparing them for the reception of the goſpel ; 
Thi good deſign therefore, as it deſeryes all encour- 
agement, ſo it is pity but it ſhould be uniyerllly 
known. Mr. Wheelock has indeed publiſhed an 
open and undiſguiſed, as well as a modeſt account of 
his plan, and of the progreſs he has hitherto made 
in it, but ſince it has not yet circplated fo far as it 
might be wiſhed, this little intimation is deſigned tq 
promote its Dong, more generally known.“ 
But to return from this ſhort digreſſion.—If the 
Dr. ſhould complain, or rather (ſince he has no 


| night 
Te pamphlet 


. n Sue, — 


FT 


he h referr'd 10 is intitled, A plain and faithful. narrative of 

[the original defign, riſe, progreſs and preſent (tate of the Indian cha- 

- "ity ſchool at Lebanon in Connecticut. Printed by R. & 8. Draper, 
Bolton, 1763. - „ 
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right to complain) if his friends ſhould complain in 
115 behalf, — 4 foregoing remarks, SPA 
has ſometimes uſed too great a ſeverity of expteſſion, 
let them conſider the provocation; let them reflect 

on the indecent language, and various abuſe, chat 
the Dr. has poured out, not on, ſingle perſons only, 
but upon public bodies, upon the moſt reſpectable 
characters, upon the eſtabliſhed religion of the na- 
tion, upon thoſe who come over to, or embrace it 
in N. England in general as men void of all 
piety and goodnefs, * upon the molt ſacred doc- 
trines of our holy religion — Jet them I fay refle& 
upon theſe things, and then ſay whether there was 
not an occaſion for ſome kind of tebyke. The 
author is very far from being fond of harſh and 
ſevere epithets, he had infinitely rather examine ſub- 
jets of controverſy with that meckne/s and ſtar 
which is preſcribed by the apoſtle ; but even the 
meck and gentle ſpirit of the goſpel not only allows, 
but alſo requires in regard to loch licentious free- 
doms, as the Dr. has thought proper to uſe, that 
they ſhould. be rebuked /harply. 5 

If any one ſhall ſtill think chat the Dr's foible 
is repreſented in too ſtrong a light, that he has not 
been guilty of all that indecent abuſe in his writings 
with which he ſeems here to have been charged; let 
ſuch perſon examine the following ſpecimen taken 
from his own writings, moſt of them folemnly de- 
livered from the pulpit. It is hoped that it will 
ſerve to ſatisfy the moſt incredulous, and beſides it 
may ſerve to ſhew the Dr. to himſelf, and let him 
ſee how. far he is departed, I will not fay from'the 
dignity of the ſacred office only, but from "the 
ſpiric of the golpel, ö 9 

1 And 


e obf f oh. 
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* * j 


i 
1 
1 


1 
And firſt obſerve the] 
obſerve that the Dr. is 


modeſty of his expreſſions 
in regard toKings whom 
he calls 5 

Scepter d Tyrants. Obs. p. 
155. and ſays that 


The greateſt part of | 
mankind now are and al- 


moſtalways have been op- 
preſſed by wicked tyrants, 
called civil rulers, Kings 
and Emperors. Vol. Ser. 
printed 1755. p. 426. 

2ndly. Expreſſions in 
regard to the eſtabliſhed 
church of England, its 
conſtitution, Biſhops and 
cany - 

An cnormous hierarchy 
aſcending by various gra- 
dations f 
the ſkies. Obs. p. 155. 

An hicrarchy reſem- 
bling that of the romiſh 
church, where one great 
prelate preſides over the 
whole, with all the infe- 
rior religious orders, the 
loweſt of which are as it 
were trodden in the dirt. 
Obs. p. 79. : 

He fays that one of our 
_—— 
was wheedled and duped 


rom the dirt to 


It is not improper. to 


ſometimes in a better tem- 
per than what is imply d 
in the oppoſite column 

Toy 
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particularly when he de- 
clares that £5 2% 
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he would not willingly 
and unneceſſarily pive 
offence to any perſons 
of that perſuaſion (the 
church of England) Obs. 
p- 175. . 
That the main end he 
had in view ( in writing his 
Obſervations) was — that 
of ſerving the cauſe of 
truth and righteouſneſs-- 
in diſtinction from all pri- 
vate party opinions what- 
ſoever. Obs. p. 174. 


fc declares that he is | 
far from deſiring to in- 
flame the paſſions of any 


to his deſtruction by the | one ſect or party agajnſt 
furious 1 


another; 


2 
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furious epiſcopal zealots 
of that day. Obs. p. 157. 

And mentions. the bi- 
ſhops before the revolu- 


tion - | 


The perſecuting anti- 
chriſtian ſpirit of many 


relates before the revo- 
ee Do. 157. | 
page ſpeaks contemptu- 
ouſly of 


And in the foregoing | 


— 
c 


another: ſo far from it 
that he would ſincerely 


| rejoice to be in the leaſt 


degree inſtrumental of 
| uryting them inthe bonds 
of Chriſtian charity, on 
the true plan of theGoſ- 


pel. Obs. p. 175. 


Biſhops and their under- | 


lings. p. 156. 

In the age before they 
——_ 
The mitred lordly ſuc- 
ceſſors of - the fiſhermen 
of Galilee. Obs. p. 155. 
In the 39th page he ſays 
that before the revolution 


Epiſcopal perſecution | 


was ſeconded by royal 
power; which condeſ- 


cended to be ſubſervient | 


to the views of domineer- 
ing prelates. Obs. p. 39. 
In another paſſage he 

ſays that 

Their unholy zeal and 
oppreſlions, were counte- 
nanced by ſceptred ty- 
rants, p. 155. 

In which latter expreſſi- 


on as well as many others 


* * 


Has a great averſion to 
| controverſy. Obs. p. 7. 


4 


When once providence 


| ſhall have put it in our 


power to live thus (peace- 
ably that is in reſpect to 
our enemies) — we are 
wholly. inexcuſeable—if 
we ſhould turn afide to 
vain jangling amongſt our 


of | 


ſelves, 


; 
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of like kind he has reaſon 
ke fays to think that 
He ſpeaks the ſenfe of 
the far greater, wiſet and 
better part of the people 
in N. England. p. 154. 
As to this I have bet- 
ter reaſon to think that 
he is widely miſtaken, and 
that the greater, wiſer and 


better part of N. England 


do entirely diſapprove his 
cenſorious indecent and 
uncharitable temper. 
Having thus treated 
the biſhops, the church 
itſelf could not expect bet- 


ter quarter, and accord- 


ingly he has characteriz d 
the church of England, 
the eſtabliſhed church of 


| ſelves, doting about queſ: 
tions and ſtrifes of words, 
| whereof cometh envy, 
' ſtrife, railings, "_ 
miſings, and perverſe dif- 
Sth, inſtead of ſtudy- 
ing the things that make 
| for peace, and the things 


0 


whereby we may edify 
one another. | 


Oo 


If we ſhould heneforth 
live as becomes fellow- 
ſubjects and fellow-chri- 
| ſtians,in the fear of God, 
and brotherly love, &c. 
| Serm. oh the reduction 


the nation, of which the 
King himſelf is, under 
God, the head, which he 
loves and has ſworn to 
defend, to be, 

A cruel 
church. — Obs. p. 40. to 
Which that he might pre- 
ſerve himſelf from the 


cenſure of civil authority 


1 
As that was before the 


of Quebec, p. 5 97 60. 


perſecuting 


——ä—ä—ẽ—ũEâ⁊;:⁊ — 


revolution. 


We 


We may now paſs to 
ſome expreſſions deliver d 
by him from the pulpit, as 
contained in a ſermon on 
the anniverſary of King 
Charles's martyrdom. In 
the preface to which he 
ſpeaks of Biſhops and the 
clergy in general under 
the title of 

Imperious Biſhops and 
reverend Jockics. 

And in the ſermon it- 
ſelf they are ſtiled 


Reverend and right 


( 63 3) 


The oppoſite expreſs 
ſions are the language of 
one who ſays he would 
not bring a railing accu- 
ſation even againſt the 


reverend drones ; who devil, tho' he were con- 


preach but once a year, 
and then, not the goſpel 


church tyranny and anti- 
chriſtian uſurpation. 
* 2, 24 
Speaking of the King, 
he fy s that 
He end that more 


than fiendarchbiſhopLaud 


— with him, much 
leſs 5 he bring ſuch 


of Jeſus Chriſt, but | an accuſation againſt | his 
ſome favourite point of | brethren. 


Vol. I. Ser. X. p. 354. 


I am fir from intend- 
ing (ſays the Dr.) to de- 
bale preaching by ſcold- 
ing, or bringing a railing 
accuſation, even. againſt 


and the clergy of his | wicked andungodly men. 


ſtamp, in all their church 
tyranny andhelliſh cruel- 
ties. p. 42. 


There 


Nor will I — the apoſ- 
tle's admonition to Timo- 
thy, Rebuke not an elder 
[or aged perſon] but in- 
treat him as a father: as 


I hope I have not forgot 


ten what he immediately 
ſubjoins 


( 74 ) 


| 


There ſeems to have 
been an impious bargain 
ſtruck up betwixt the ſcep- 
tre and the ſurplice for en- 
ſlaving both the bodies 
and ſouls of men. The 
King appeared to be wil- 
ling that the clergy ſhould 
do what they would— 
ſet up a monſtrous hierar- 
chy like that of Rome 
a monſtrous inquiſition 
like that of Spain or Por- 
tugal—or any thing elſe 
which their own pride, 


and the devils malice could 


prompt them to. p. 52. 
Take a further ſample 


of this Gentleman's meck 
ſpirit and temper. | 

Somecontend and foam : 
and curſe their brethren 
for the ſake of the atha- 
naſian trinity till tis evi- 
dent they do not love and 
fear the one living and 
true God. Others you 
will ſee raging about their 
peculiar notions of origi- 
nal ſin, ſo as to prove 
themſelves guilty of actual 


ſubjoins, and the younger 
men as brethren. Prac. 
Diſc. on the earthquake, 
Serm. IX. p. 263, 264. 
The oppoſite are ſtrange 
expreſſions, to ſay no 
worſe, for one who calls 
himſelf a miniſter of Jeſus 
Chriſt. | 


Would not any ſerious 
perſon imagine that the 
oppoſite paſſage would 
have been full as deſcrip- 
tive (I know it would not 
have been quite ſo rheto- 
rical) if the words foam- - 
mg, raging, quarrelling, 
fury and bitterneſs had 
been omitted, or at leaſt 


tranſgreſſion. 


if ſome ſofter terms had 
5 been 


tranſgreſſion. About elec- 
tion till they prove them- 
ſelves reprobates. About 

rticular redemption till 


they ſhew that they them- | 


ſelves are not redeemed 
from a vain converſation. 
You will hear others quar- 


reiling about imputed | 
righteouſneſs with ſuch | 


fury and bitterneſs, as to 
ſhew that they are deſti- 
tute of perſonal. About 
ſpecial grace, ſoas to ſhow 


that they have not even | 


common. About faith 

while they make ſhip- 

wreck of a good con- 

ſcience. | 

| Serm. XI. Vol. I. p. 403. 
It will doubtleſs be diſ- 


agrecable to the reader to 
be any longer entertained | 


with expreſſions and ob- 


ſervations ſo utterly un- | 
becoming a miniſter of 


Jeſus Chriſt, or in truth 
any other diſciple of that 
divinemaſter. Theauthor 
will here therefore put an 
end to the ſpecimen with 
the mention of a trifling 
inconſiſtency which this 
otherwiſe accurate Gen- 


tleman has fallen into in 
A 


the heat of his argument. 


( 


been ſubſtituted to ex- 


| 
| 


| q 


| 


— 
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preſs his diſpleaſure at 
thoſe who hold the doc- 
trines he there mentions. 


# 


ſerved that the religious 
ſtate of the country is ma- 
nifeſtly improved as to its 
ſpeculative doctrines, not- 
withſtanding the immo- 
ralities we lament and 
wiſh to reform. After 
ſpending ſeveral pages 
(viz. from 83 to 92.) to 
confute this poſition, the 
Dr. concludes as in the 
oppoſite column 


1 


Mr. Apthorp had ob- 


It has been too com- 
mon for people in News 
England to expreſs them» 
ſelves in a manner juſtly 
exceptionable upon theſe 
points (1. e. the principles 
he ſuppoſes the Gentle- 
man had referr'd to) Obſ. 
p. 92. and in Serm. I. Vol. 
I. p. 16. He ſays it is one 
of the chief honors of the 
preſent age, that the prin- 
ciples of religion, particu- 
larly of religious liberty, 
are better underſtood and 
more generally eſpouſed, 
than they have perhaps 
been ſince the days of the 
apoſtles; it were to be 
wiſhed that practical chriſ- 
tianity, had made progreſs 
in the ſame proportion. 


Tris little contraſt is left to ſpeak for it ſelf; 


but as to the forgoing ſpecimen the author preſumes 
the Dr's. beſt friends, muſt ſeriouſly wiſh that he 
had expreſſed himſelf, not only with more decency 
and reſpect, but more agreeable to the temper of the 
goſpel : Others perhaps who have leſs tenderneſs for 
him, will alſo have leſs charity, and be liable to ſuſ- 
pect that he deceives himſelf, when he profeſſes a 
regard for that divine religion which diſclaims all 
evil ſpeaking, railing and reviling, and whoſe princi- 
al characteriſtic is love or benevolence, a principle 
which they may think he notoriouſly violates —— 
Be that as it may, the author is of opinion that — 
© 5 F. 


1 


Dr. has no room to complain of harſh or ſevere 
treatment, no not altho it ſnould be more diſagree- 
able than any he has yet met with; unleſs he will 
be pleaſed for the future at leaſt to treat mankind 
with more reſpect than he has uſually done, not 
only in his book of obſervations but even in many 
of his' ſermons. 

THE author cannot perſuade himſelf to conclude 
theſe reflections without expreſling his aſtoniſhment, 
that any gentlemen, tho' of congregational princi- 
ples, and much more that the reverend gentlemen 
who are the ſpiritual guides of thar denomination, 
overlooking the Dr's attempts to undermine the 
fundamental principles of their faith, ſhould expreſs 
their approbation of this his performance, which in 
the conduct of it diſcovers ſo little of the meekneſs 
and gentleneſs of the goſpel. Can you, gentlemen, be 
ſo far blinded by prejudice or a party ſpirit, as tamely 
to give up thoſe eſſential doctrines for which you 


have hitherto laudably contended, and which once 


you eſteemed your glory ? Can you, I fay, cheriſh 
and flatter the man, who has been labouring from 
pulpit and preſs to demoliſh the doctrines which 
your fore-fathers have handed down to you ? (while 
yet he pretends to venerate them) thoſe doctrines, 
which by way of eminence, you have been wont to 
| ſtile the doctrines of grace? Are theſe things of 
leſs conſequence than an oppoſition to the church 
of England? How is it then that you have com- 
plimented the Dr. with your thanks (for ſo I hear 
many of you at Boſton have done) for his book of 
obſervations, who by his other writings, has been 
deſtroying the fundamentals of your faith? Has he 
not been undermining the dignity and divinity = 
| | | n 
17 Vol, af Serm, printed 17555 paſſim. 
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the fon of God? r Does he not deny and ridicule 
the doctrine of juſtification by faith? calling it 
confuſion and an unintelligible rant, f — Ls 
gibberiſh, || mere jargon, F a means of beguiling 
unſtable ſouls to their deſtruction, 1 an irrational 
unſcriptural doctrine, of pernicious tendency with 
regard to the lives and manners of men. . Does 
he not diſcard the notion of original ſin, and brand 
the doctrine of imputed righteouſneſs with the re- 
proach of nonſenſe? And have you not, gentlemen, 
implicitly countenanced theſe, and the numerous 
other errors in doctrine which are ſcatter d up and 
down his writings, by your unſeaſonable comph- 
ments for his late obſervations upon that venerable 
Body of men the Society for the propagation of the 
goſpel, &c. Will not ſtrangers, will not every one 
who ſhall read the errors which this gentleman has 
publiſhed, naturally conclude, that you, gentlemen, 
do abet and approve them, who have thus given 
your ſanction to this his laſt, but not leaſt injurious 
performance ?—l ſpeak it with grief and concern, 
are you fo carried away with a party ſpirit as to 
countenance ſuch abuſe and miſrepreſentation of the 
church of England, while you have not the courage 
to riſe up in defence of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
the truth of his goſpel Remember who has faid, - 
ehe that is aſhamed of me and of my words, &c. 
* of him ſhall the Son of Man be aſhamed when he 
* cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy 
* angels. ie 

; Bur 


1 See vol. I. ferm. IX. p. 267, 268, 291. Serm. X. p. 341, 342. 
Serm. XII. p. 417, 418. note, but particularly Serm. II. on 
Chriſtian Sobriety, from p. 57 to 68, 

+ Serm, VII. vol. I. p. 173, note. f Serm. VIII. p. 237. || Serm, 
VIII. p. 249. b Do. p. 251. 4. Do. p. 244. H Do. p. 255. 


( 39 )) 
Bor to return from this digreſſion, if it may be 
called one. Beſides the errors in doctrine hinted at 


in the foregoing remarks, the Dr's reflection upon 
the Song of Solomon is ſufficient to ſhow how eaſy 


it is for him to diſcard even the facred canon of 


ſcripture itſelf: Or perhaps it was introduced mere 
ly for the ſake.of the witticiſm. It would diſcover 
however both more wiſdom and ſeriouſneſs to re- 
ſerve his drollery for ſome leſs important ſubject. 
But no witticiſm, nor any thing elfe, will juſtify 
the pernicious tendency of the doctrine of annihi- 


lation, to which he has given too much countenance 


in the following paſſage. - Speaking of ſuch as die 
in their ſins; The utmoſt they can hope for (ſays 
© he) is tobe annihilated after ſuffering unuttera 


* torments : Tho I do not affert, that they can, ab- 


* cording to the ſcripture account, hope for ſo great 
© a favor as even this would be, viz. to be utterly 
** blotted out of being! However it muſt be con- 
© feſſed that ſome expreſſions of ſcripture ſeem, ax 
<-firſt view, to countenance this ſuppoſition. I This 
will too greedily be catched at by thoſe who have 
lived in ſuch a manner, as to have no better hope in 
their death. It might not be amiſs for the Dr. to 
take a review of his works, and expunge this and 
many other paſſages which certainly have a threat- 
ning aſpect upon the religion of Jeſus Chriſt. 

Bur beſide the ill conſequences to religion, and 


eſpecially among the riſing generation, which may not 


improbably follow from the principles he is labour- 
ing to propagate : If the government enjoy any pri- 
vileges by virtue of their charter, which they are fond 
of retaining ; one may be confident that the ſpirit 
and temper of the Dr's writings, ſo far as it can be 


| ſuppoſed | 


1 Ser. Vol. 1. p. 475. 476. note. 
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ſuppoſed they are publickly countenanced, will be 


attended with no favourable impreſſions, where it is 


the intereſt of the province to ſtand in a favourable 
light. It were to be wiſh'd that this were more 
thought of by ſome well diſpos'd people, who do 
not appear to be aware of the 3 which 
ſuch improper liberties may produce in regard to the 
civil intereſts and privileges of that province. 

As the author firmly believes that this is not the 
general temper of people in the colonies, ſo it is 
hoped it will be received at home as the effect of this 
Gentleman's particular diſpoſition only, and that of 
two or three of his abettors. | 


Io conclude, the author apprehends he has now 


ſhewn the Dr. to himſelf (to uſe his own phraſe) and 


he hopes has alſo ſhewn him to other people. The 
firſt with a charitable view to his amendment, the 
latter with a deſign to caution others againſt being 
miſled. To thet good purpoſes, it will not be im- 
proper to pray, tho' in the words. of the liturgy, 
that God would grant unto us all, that we may 
e both perceive and know what things we ought to 
&« do, and alſo may have grace and power faithfully 
e to fulfil the ſame.” | 
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A ſhort Vindication of the Society for the 
Propagation of the Goſpel, &c. againſt 
che Objections, Miſtakes and Miſrepreſen- 


tations of Dr. Ma YH EW, in his Obſerva- 
tions, on the Conduct of that Society. 


By one of its Members. | 
In a LETTER to a FRIEND. 


ä 


Dear STIR, 


HE great difficulty I labour under in writing, 
muſt be my apology for writing very briefly, and 
attending only to the moſt material things. 4 

Tt is too evident from the general current of Dr. 
Mayhtu's performance, That, it is his aim to beget a pre- 
Judice, and an odium in his readers, againſt his antagrniſt, 
and againſt the church of England, and the Society, from 
conſiderations and reflections, either meerly perſonal, or lu- 
dicrous, and often trifling, and few of them, relating to the 
real merits of the cauſe ; which is a practice quite unbe- 
coming a juſt writer, either in the critical, or moral ſenſe 
of that character. . | 

There is one grand impoſition upon his readers, which 


runs through the whole, and is, as it were, the burthen of 


his ſong, in which, there is not the Jeaſt truth, and for whieh, 
there never was the leaſt ground, or foundation, as ever I 
could learn, viz. That the chief view and endeavour of the 
Society has been to convert presbyterians and conꝑregationa- 
liſts to the church, to the neglect of Negroes and Indians, 
and the hbeathemifs colonies, . he calls them. * 
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If chey, or their miſionaries had done ibis, they would have 
had infinitely more reaſon, and right in what they did, than 
the diſſenters from the beginning had, in uſing all poſſible 
endeavours, to promote fuctious, and difaffe people, to the 
ellabliſned church of Ergland, in all quarters, and make 
all the proſclytes they could, from her communion, to their 
confuſed parties and ſects, iſſuing in downright rebellion : 
So that this, is alledged with a very ill wok, by one, 
derived from, and who is a violent abettor of that party. 

It is true, every good churchman muſt rejoice, when any 
of our wandering brethren, who have been drawn away, 

from the boſom and communion of the church, or educated 
in prejudice againſt it, are reclaimed, and return to the 
unity of the chr h, and be glad to be inſtrumental, as 
God in his providence gives them opportunity, in recon- 
ciling any of them: But, as the Society was not incorpo- 
rated for that purpoſe, nor was it ever their principal aim, 
J believe very few inſtances, if any, can be produced, of 
any miſſionaries beginning with any diſſenter, with a view 
at reclaiming him to the church. I have been long know- 
ing'to the affairs of the Society, and know of no ſuch 
In{tances. 
We have indeed been treated with great obloquy bb diſ- 
. enters repreſenting, us, as little better than roman catholics, 
Ke. On thefe occaſions we have defended ourſelves, as well 
as we could : and can any body blame us for it? And can 
any reaſonable perſon wonder if this ſhould ſometimes prove 
, - the occaſion of tlie converſion of ſome. ſenſible honeſt peo- 
ple? Or if the meer curioſity of - others attending occaſio- 
nally on our beautiful and inſtructive ſervice, ſhould be the 
means of their being reconciled, when they lee, that it does 
not conſiſt of extempore human invention, but is a wife and 
judicious collection from the holy ſcriptures ? ſo that, their 
v ry love to the {criptures, has ſometimes led them to love 
the ſervice of the church. 
But it is ſaid, That Dr. Bray, the father of the Society, 
reported, that in the Maſſachuſætts and Connecticut, there 
was no occaſion for the Society to do any thing, as they were 
ed for, in the diſſenting way: I anſwer, I krew Dr. 
Bray * well, he was doubtlels a very good mar, and I 
agree 


„ 
agree to his report at that time, and ſhould have made the 
ſame report myſelf: There was then (except at Boſton,) 
but here and there a member of the church of Eng/and, 
ſcattered about in theſe provinces ; and according to the 
conſtitution of the Society, while there was no congregation 
of the church in thoſe parts, the Society had no occ.ſion.. 
to ſend any miſſionaries thither : But does it at all foliow, 
that when there came to be ſuch numbers of con{cientious 
members of the church of England, as to make competent 
congregations for worſhip, being not well able to provide for 
a miniſter themſelves, that the Society had by their charter, - 
no right and buſineſs, to aſſiſt in providing tor them, meerly 
becauſe the difſenters in thoſe provinces were already pro- 


vided for? Can any reaſon be given, why a conſcientious. 


body of church people in theſe provinces, ſhould not be 
provided for, as well as in any other province ?—You will 
ſay, let them go to meeting, 1 anfwer, many of them were 
ſo cagdid, as to go to the mectings, rather than no where, 
tho” it. was very tedious and diſagreeable to them, till they 
grew in numbers, fo as to make competent congregations. 
Yea, but it is repreſented, That the origin of the church, 
in theſe provinces, has been generally owing to faction, 
diſcontent with miniſters, and about rates, pews, and the 


like, and tho' the church is the eſtabliſhed religion of our 


mother country, and in the act of union, is, (as Dr. Dang 
laſs, his favourite author allows) etlabliſhed in all the nh 
tations ; he is pleas'd in his great good manners, to ſpeak 
of her in theſe governments, under no better terms, than 
thoſe of party and ſaction. | . 4 
How much truth there may be in Dr. Colman's ac- 
count of the origin of the church, at Newhury and Drains 
tree, | am not able to ſay, and that ſome individuals have 
had little better motives in conforming, than thoſe men- 
tioned, | will not deny, and perhaps ſome of the mi ſſio- 
naries have not always acted prudently, and poſſihly ſome 
may have been in a few inſtances too forward; ſuch things 
are common to frail human nature ; however, this I know, 
that the general rule and practice where I am acquainted, 
have been, to ſend male- contents, and perſons liable to 


cenſure, back, to make peace at home, before they came 
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over to us. But, ſuppoſe ſome things a little wrong, is it 
fit, that ſo reſpectable a body, as the Society or the church, 
ſhould be reproached, with the forwardnels, or miſconduct, 
of a few individuals? | 

Let me, however, give what I know to be generally a 
true account, of the origin of the church in theſe provinces, 
The true cauſes, and occaſions, of the being and growth 
of ſo many congregations of the church of England, in 
theſe provinces, are theſe. | 
' 1ſt. As the country continued to increaſe, and there were 
many acceſſions from Great-Britain and Ireland, there were 
among others, many of the eſtabliſhed church, who came over 
to ſettle in theſe colonies, as well as others, ſo that there was 
o years ago, ſcarce a town of conſiderable ſtanding,but what 
d ſome ſcattering among them, and in ſome there were 
ſeveral families : A Stratford, for inſtance, the firſt in 
Connecticut that applied to the Society; there were at the 
beginning of this century about fifteen families, and five or 
ſix more in the neareſt towns, that joined with them; and 
in 1722, when the firſt miſſion was eſtabliſhed, there were 
about thirty or forty ; now, on ſuppoſition that the firſt 
| Who ſettled in theſe provinces were diſſenters generally, 
yet I know no Au. why theſe lands ſhould be 
thought ſo ſacred to them, as to exclude the church, nor, 
why church people ſhould not be at liberty, to ſettle them- 
felves in theſe colonies,as well as in any others? And if they 
do, who can deny, that they have as good a right to enjoy. 
their way of worſhip as their neighbours ? And if they, 
need, and obtain any charitable aſſiſtance, can any thing 
but envy and malevolence, make ſuch a clamour againſt 
it ? But, 74 
2. So the caſe has been, ever ſince church people ſet- 
e tled in theſe countries, many diſſenters have treated them 
with much clamour and contempt, and frequent diſputings 
have. ariſen, which occaſioned many to procure books, 
wherewith to defend themſelves, ſuch as arch biſhop King's 
inventions of men in the worſhip of God, the London 
caſes, Hoadley againſt Calamy, arch biſhop Potter on church 
government, and ſome Hooker's ecclefiaſtical polity, and 
ſuch like, And their thus defending themſelves, occaſioned 
| many 
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-many inquiſitive candid diſſenters to read thoſe books, which 
reconciled them to the church; ſo that the diſſenters them- 
ſelves by thus cenſuring, and diſputing, have occaſioned the 
increaſe of the church, and I hope it may be truly ſaid. 
in a judgment of charity, many both of the original church 
people, and of the proſelyted diſſenters have been ſincerely 
conſcientious. —Dr. Mayhew indeed, and ſome other diſſen- 
ters, however differing in ſome things, as much, (if not more) 
among themſelves, as either of them from the church, ſeem 
ſo bigotted to their diſſenting principles, in one ſhape or 
other, and ſo full of themſelves, that they ſcarce know. 
how. to imagine, that church people, or any who differ from 
them, can be conſcientious ; but ſurely, any candid and 
indifferent perſons, that know any thing of ſuch great and 
men, as Hater and Cbill:ngwarth, muſt, allow, that 
it is poſſible, for a church man, upon the foot of Hooker's. 
eccleſiaſtical, polity, and Chilling warth's demonſtration of 
epiſcopacy, (to ſay. nothing of arch biſnop Potter and arch 
biſhop. Sharp, and the many others) to be at leaſt as con- 
ſcientious, as any diſſenters in their way upon the foot of 
any of their. various ne | 
2dly. Another thing and what has of late chiefly occaſioned, 
the acceſſion of multitudes to the church, was, the wild en- 
thuſiaſm rhat long obtained amopg themſelves, on which. oc- 
calion, their own, managements were in many ſtances, ſo 
extravagant and ridiculous, as tended vaſtly more, to drive 
their people into the church, than any thing ue ever. did to 
draw. them over to it. Pai ticularly, that monſtrous enthu ; 
ſiaſm that was at firſt mightily enen by themſelves 
fifteen or twenty years ago, in conſequence of Mr. M bite- 
Feld rambling over the country, once and again, who was 
followed by a great many ſtrolling teachers, ho propagated 
ſo many wild ang horrid. notions of God and the goſpel, that 
2 multitude of people, were ſo bewilder'd thax they could 
find no reſt to the ſole of their foot, till they took refuge in 
the church, as their only ark of ſafety. And many, of theſe 
wild notions (to ſay nothing now of the oppoſite extreams of 
arianiſm, ſocinianiſm, and independent-whiggilm) cavtinpe 
among great numbers to this day, and have occaſioned uch 
hot contention among them in ſettling miniſters, ind ofies 
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the proſtitution of diſcipline upon the meaneſt triſles, which 

have occaſioned many people to conclude, that if they muſt 
ſeparate from their former brethren, who are in endleſs con- 
tentions and confuſion, their beſt way muſt be to retire into 
the church, which is in peace. Now, theſe are all known 
facts: Is not Dr. Meykew then very diſingenuous to con- 


ceal them, and aſcribe the being and increaſe of the church, 


only to petts and quarrels about pews, rates, and ſuch tri- 
fling things, and to a meer ſpirit of faction? . 

But, it is pretended, great miſcheifs have befallen the 
country by means of the church, (of which however, he' 
gives no proof); to this I anſwer, certain it is, that great 
advantages have derived from it, even to the diſſenters them- 
ſelves : it has occaſioned a great increaſe of knowledge, by 
their reading many of our excellent writers, from whom 
they have gained their beſt notion's, and much greater 
correctneſs, than they had, both in writing and ſpeaking ; it 
has provoked them to emulation, and it is certain, that 
many of them have much better notions of God and the 
goſpel now, than they had before, and have much improved 
in the knowledge of the ſcriptures and the evidences of 


_ chriſtitanity.—Certain it is, that they are now, much be- 


yond what they were, fifty years ago, and as certain that 
they are greatly beholden to the church, for every thing 
of this kind, wherein they excel themſelves. © 

And beſides this, in proportion as they have become more 
acquainted with the church, they have much dropp'd their 
great prejudices againſt us, and malevolence, and unchari- 
tableneſs towards us, and charity, and good neighbourhood 
have greatly obtained between us; ſo that, if it was not 
for now and then, ſuch abuſive and nncharitable ſcribblings. 
of a few zealots, fall of very injurious miſrepreſentations, 
we ſhould foon coaleſce, and come 'into a friendly, bene- 
volent and chriſtian temper, of mutual forbearance towards 
one another, and be united in our common weal—T might 
add, that in truth the church has been fo far from mcd- 
ling in the various contentions in which they have bcen al- 
moſt continually engaged among themſelves, owing to the 
weaknels of their conſtitution, and their republicam ſepa- 
rating and levelling principles, that, to my certain know- 

| ledge, 


N. 
ledge, it hath in many inſtances been a great check upon 
them, and much rather tended to heal and quiet, than ex- 
aſperate them And as to immoralities, I am ſure, the 
church hath born as faithful a teſtimony againſt them, in 
every kind, as any of the diſſenters have * ſo that, 
if immoralities have increaſed, it is not owing to the in- 
creaſe of the church, but to the increaſe of mankind here, 
in proportion to which, from the nature of man, immorali- 
ties will abound; I believe however, it may be faid with 
truth, that in proportion to her numbers, the church can 
ſhew, at leaſt as many ſober,” conſcientious chriſtians,, ag 
the meetings: I know it to be fo, in many places where I 
am acquainted. : . 
Now, whether it was to give a ſpecimen of the Dr's 
fine talent at ridicule and declamation, or, from a ſtudied 
deſign to fright his readers, with an hideous ſpectre, that 
he might create in them all the odium and antipathy he 
could againſt the church of England, or, whether it 
was a little fit of the old diſtraction, or, whether after all, 
the true and principal cauſe of his bitterneſs againſt that 
ſound branch of the chriſtian church may not (till be art- 
fully concealed, I will not take upon me to ſay; but in page 
155 you have a moſt hideous outcry, about perſecution, 
hierarchy, tyranny and the like terrible monſters, that made 
ſad work, it ſeems, an hundred, or an hundred and fifty 
years ago, from which, however he allows at laſt, we ha ve now 
nothing to fear ſince the revolution, from our preſent mild 
princes, and moderate prelates.— Pray, good ſir, what then 
was the matter with you, when you made this tragical out- 
cry? Did you deſign to ſet a mob upon us? or what? 
You know very well, that the conſtitution of the church 
is juſt the ſame now as.it was then, and yet ſhe abhors per- 
ſecution, and tyranny now, (at Jeaſt) as much as you do : 
Why ſhould ſhe then be charged with the doings of tyran- 
nous courts, or ſome perſecuting individuals, fo long ago? 
or how can ſhe be anſwerable for thoſe things, which far 
almoſt theſe hundred years have had no exiltence, nor are 
ever like to exiſt again? or, what ſenſe or honeſly can 
there be, in raiſing theſe old ſpectres, long ſince vaniſhed | 
and gone, never to revive, meerly to blacken the church, 


and 
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add render her odious tothe 2 age, while in truth the 


church is no more concerned in them, than your party, 
who you muſt needs know, have perſecuted and tyranniz d 
in their turn, as much, at leaſt, as ever the government who 
then profeſſed the church did: You know that perſecution 


and toleration are merely political things, in which the 


church, as ſuch, (being a ſpiritual ſociety, a kingdom not 
of this world,) is in no wiſe concern'd : The church is the 
fame; it is the policy of the ſtate only, that hath altered, 
and I readily agree with you, that in putting an end to per- 
fecution, it hath altered much for the better. 5 
But the good Dr. is ſtill terribly diſtreſſed, about the hierat- 
chy, leaſt that ſhould obtain here, aſcending (as he ſays, in his 
fine florid way, a- la- mode de independent whig,) qſcendi 
by various grudations from the dirt to the ſkies / But pra 
Dr. be ſober a little—We have no pope! There are with 


us but three orders, biſhops, presbyters and deacons, acc 


ing to the model of the pure primitive church, long be- 
fore the leaſt ſtep was made towards popery. And we 
know that we have ſtronger evidence from the Jacht both 
of ſcripture and antiquity, for the moſt wiſe, apoſtolical, 
and confequently divine eſtabliſhment of theſe three orders, 
chan you have for infant baptiſm, and the firſt day ſabbath, 
of which you are with us ſo juſtly tenacious.— Your rea- 
ſoning upon theſe points, and ours for epiſcopacy, from the 
original facts, is exactly the ſame, only we have vaſtly the 
advantage of you.—If our reaſoning for epiſcopacy muſt 
fall, your's on thoſe points muſt much more fall with it; 
as might be abundantly and inconteſtably ſhewn, if it was 
now before us.— And we do averr, we are certainly as 
conſcientious in our attachment to our epiſcopal form of 
church government, as you can be to your presbyterial, or 
whatever you call it.— In God's name, then, what reaſon 
can be given, why we ſhould not be allowed to enjoy dur 
way, as well as you, your's? We do not envy you, why 
ſhould you envy and malign us? 
Pray tell me fir, why we ſhould not be allowed in this 
counti y, to be as perfect in our kind, as you, in your's ? 


We do not want in the leaſt to moleſt or oppoſe you, in 
your way, why then ſhould you ſo vehemently oppole 


our 


c MS 


common intereſts, wherein we are 


>. mes of the churches being any other wiſe eſtabliſh- 
ad, than it 
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ey rp Fo our's? You would think it * 


5 


unha wah fr we do not aim at an y thing 
but to iet and charitable —— 
We have: not 221 leaſt efire of an epiſcopate that ſhould 
have any thing to do with you;_or at all interfere with any 
of your ecings, or, make any alterations among you, 

in chu We only want biſhops, to ordain, and 
—— vn clergy, e ay crabs, and to inſtru 
and confirm our laity : And 1 deſire to know, what harm, 
—_— coal] do you ? May ; we do not ind 
$reſiding in either of your favourite govern» 
—— Let in live im one of your heatheniſh provinces 1 
We ſhould be content to wait upon him for orders, two or 
three hundred miles diſtant from you, rather than fail; Why 
then ad you have ich terrible g apprehenſons ?/ 


But the Dr. at 4 leſt the 


papnic, 
church's obtaining in this country, ſhould be of ill conſe» 


uence to it's political affairs — But why ſhould he ? 
ray fir be calm Is not this our country, and the mative 
country of moſt of us, as well as your's ? Can ic then be, 
that it ſhould not be as dear to us, as it is to you ? Have 
we not all one common intereſt, as to our country's weal, 
being din the fame bottom? Is it not pe for us, 
| for himſelf, to abound in his own ſenſe, 
» and 3 | 
romoting the perm yt 
ced, and equally 
_ of he mpg ene 
or any more danger differ about theſe pub- 
Mk affairs, than if hen if we were alf of the fave eee . 

: and have we not been as forward in our country's = 
. ora Diſputes will 
ſometimes ariſe ; I cannot ſee, why they ſhould more 
in one caſe, than in the other? You ne:d ner bot dition 


is 3 or that any teſts will obtain in ſuch a 
| M country 


6 
eduntry as this. Pray fir be eaſy, We mean you no harm 
If you would be only as charitable and peaceable toward us, 
and among yourſelves, as we are heartily diſpoſed to be to- 
wards you, we might live very quictly and happily together, 
and there would be no occaſion for another Columbus, (as you 
cry out) io explore any other country for you. We are 
neither French, nor Iodians, nor Serpents, nor Dragons: 
Why fo dreadfully afraid of being conſumed” by the wat 
or deluged in a flood of epiſcopacy? I realy pity you, that 
you ſhould ſuffer your terrors and paſſions ſo miſerably torun 
away with you! I tell you again, dear fir, we mean you 
no harm; we would only provide for our ſelves Pray 
do not be ſo terribly frighted !— But O my country; dear 
New-England, ſuffer me to aſſure you, that you have in- 
finitely more reaſon to be afraid of ſuch as are no friends to 
a co- eſſential trinity, and the divinity and ſatisfaction of 
Chriſt, (beſides other misbeliever's, - and unbelievers, ot 
which there are many, ) than of thoſe who withovt cenſur- 
ing or aiming to interfere with diſſenters, are only deſirous 
for themſelves to enjoy the church of England, in its pri- 


mitive purity— 


But the Dr. inſiſts that Maſſachuſetts and Connecticut 
come not within the Society's limits by the charter: I 
anſwer, this cannot be maintained, ſince they are not ex- 
cepted by the charter, unleſs it can be proved that the con- 
gregations of the church for which the Society provides in 
"thoſe colonies, would not in the ſenſe & words Fe charter, 
. vant, or be deſtitute of the adminiſtration off God's word 


and ſacraments, if the Society did not aſſiſt them: But 


this he does not, nor can he prove. Surely he cannot pre- 
tend that King William, who introduced the toleration of 
diſſenters, would leave his loving ſubjects of the church un- 


— 


© tolerated, and under the neceſſity of receiving God's word 


and ſacraments contrary to their conſciences, or of having 
none. It muſt 3 be his meaning to provide, that 
his loving ſubjects of the church might enjoy God's word 
and ſacraments in theſe colonies, when ſuch there are in 
competent numbers, for congregations, as well as in other 
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(( 
colonies; ak ſo the Society (who, muſt be ſuppoſcd to be, 
a; leaſt as good judges. of the meaning of they charter, a 
Dr. Mayhew) have ever underſtood it, and yheg opportu- 
nity offered, have practiſed accordingly, not for the, pur poſe 
of converting diſſenters to the church, but of providing 
for conſcientious people of the church, and who. without, 
— proviſion, would have been in danger of as great errors 

and abfurdities, as thoſe of popery, & and not withou 
danger even of infidelity itſelf, into which, I fear many 5 
the diſſenters, have been tempted by the abſurd notions of 
e which have begn nee amongſt us. 


— laſtly, the greek objettion | is, on the Sccicty neg- 


lects the ſouthern colonies, —_— and Indians. 


em oh win 
1 anſwer, As. to he * . Figl. The Dn. 
muſt know, that i in Virginia, Maryland and South: 2 . 
the church is well provided for by law, ſo chat ihey ate 
out of the queſtion — In Squi b Carolina ghey are vibdraws 
ing. their millions, as they. become . vacant. 15.169 rsd 
Nn own 1 ba oth 7 acl pad) | 
Secondly, As to: 5 hog and the Bahany \INands, pros, 
viſion is made and making for them as toll 28 , Var 
| as their occaſon and application call for. And, | 


Thirdly; As to North, Carolrna (over which he * a 
pious tear) as far as I can find, ever ſines their applications 
to the Society, they haye been providing. for. them as often 
as they have been applied to, and as faſt as they could find, 
gentlemen to undertake miſſions, in thole .tedjons and un- | 
healthy climates ; and it appears from the; ablira& of -1761,, 
that a, great-progrels there is made, and making, and the 
Society is very much engaged to provide for hem, ſo 
that I imagine thoſe muſt have been ee for «whe he 


is „ And, * ny: 1 


Fourthly,.. As to Fe e New-7 2 tes * Nee 
York, I deere no inſtance can l prod where: applie, | 
an if: eng e Gallon, 
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cation has been made to the Society, that has ever deen 
neglected. Indeed, I am ſorry to fay, there are ſome few 
places, where no proviſion is made for religion, of any ſort, 
that have contracted ſuch an indifference to any at all, 
(two of which I myſelf have often urged and engaged my 
endeavours for them) that they could never be prevail'd 
upon to embody themſelves, to build a church, or take 
any ſtep towards applying to the Society for their aſſiſtanee, 
who would undoubtedly do for them, even to the negle@ 
of New-England. Now to ſuch I could wiſh the Society 
to fend miſſionaries without being applied to, as they 
would to 4b origine heathen, —. truſt they will do ſo, 
before. long, if thoſe people do not apply. pas 


And now, as to Negroes, what could the Society do more 
than it does, and not without ſome conſiderable ſucceſs, as ap- 
rs by the Abſtracts Their miſſionaries every where in- 
& as many as their maſters will ſend; and do inſtru& and 
baptize many, and have ſome communicants — They have 
ſeveral catgchiſts, and Dr. Bray's aſſaciates, feveral ſchools 
ſides that at Barbadoes) who conſtavtly inſtruct their chil- 
Iren with good ſucceſs ; and they have ſent one worthy miſſi- 
onary- to Cape Coaſt Cuftle, who laboured there, till his 
| health and conſtitution were very pear ruined. — And, 


aſthy, As tothe Indians Many miſſionaries have to my 
knowledge endeavoured to convert them, as they have had 
qpporronty ; and one in particular placed near a conſiderable 
elan of them, endeavoured to reconcile them to chriſtianity, 
till ſome diſſenters ſo prejudiced them againſt him, that he 
could do them no Good—And it is well known, that the So- 


cCiety, (always ready to take every opportunity) has ſent ſeve- 


ral miflionaries to the Af-bawks, one after another, from the 
beginning, and that the Rev. and worthy Dr. Barclgy was very 
laborious, with good fycceſs for ten years, infuſed and 
baptized many, and had a contiderable number of communi- 
cants. It is true, he laboured at firſt under ſome difficulty, for 
want of an interpreter ;. but it was not long before he ac- 
uired fo pore in their language, as to preach and per- 
orm the ſervice to their perfect underſtanding, and was go 
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ing on with very good fucceh, will the laſt war, deut 1 
threw them into fuch confuſion, and the influence of pop 
miſſionaries, and the wicked inſinuations of a certain great 
man in thoſe parts, created fuch a diſaſſection in them, that 
his very life was in much danger; ſo that be was obliged to 
deſiſt. *— However, the Society has ſtill a number there not 
to be deſpiſed, and much more will ſoon be done; one thing 
they intend in order to it, is, to maintain à number of lads to- 
gether at King's College in New-York, to be qualified for 
miſſionaries among them. | 4 
Upon the whole, It may be truly ſaid, what could the So- 
ciety do more, that it has not done, and all intirely poop , 
to the true intention and meaning of their charter. I cannot 
therefore, imagine but that the candid and ſerious, even 
among the diſſenters themſelves, muſt de ſenſible that Dr. 
Mayhew has moſt unjuſtly charged the Society, and that 
his own friends can ſcarcely be able to withold a bluſh for 
him, at his indecent, as well as injurious treatment of that 
venerable body, and of the church, which is a part of the 
national conſtitution ;. and alſo, at his mean and u 
perſonal invectives againſt the modeſt and very deſerving 
entleman, who has been the innocent occaſion of provoking | 
bis riotous pen. But I muſt have done. — I would only 
add, that the worthy Dr. Wigglæſworth's letter in the 165th 
page of Dr. Maybew's book, much deſerves the attention 
of the government both here and in England. — | 


A am, 


Sir, with much Eſteem, 
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